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Did you know that more than 4 
million people live in South 

Carolina? People choose to live 
in different parts of the state for 
many reasons. Some people live 
near big cities where there are 
many jobs. Other people like to 
live on farms or in small towns 
where they enjoy a quiet life. Other 
South Carolinians live near the 
coast and go to the beach all year 
round. The number of people who 
live in a certain area is called its 
population. Which counties have 
the greatest population? The most 
populated counties are the ones 
that hold South Carolina’s largest 

cities including 
Greenville, 
Spartanburg, 
Columbia and 
Charleston. Do you 
live near one of these 
large cities? Find your 
county on the map and 
use the map key to learn its 
population.

Questions
1. What ocean is east of South Carolina? __________________________________________________________
2. Name the states that border South Carolina. _____________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
3. South Carolina is on the east/west (circle one) coast of the United States.

South Carolina: A Great
Place to Live
Imagine your toes buried in soft, warm sand as the ocean cools your feet with 

gentle waves. A cool mountain breeze blows wind through your hair as you 
climb on a rocky trail through the forest. As you walk down a quiet street, you 
see parents sitting on porch swings while kids run and play in the front 
yard. You hear car horns honking and cell phones ringing in a busy 
city full of people walking in every direction. Where ARE you? South 
Carolina! You live in a fantastic state full of ALL of these things. 
South Carolina combines beaches, mountains, small towns 
and big cities. It’s a little bit of everything. South Carolina is 
a very special place to live. In this issue, you will learn about 
your state geography, or the land. You will also learn some 
of South Carolina’s rich history that led to many of its 
state symbols. Before we begin, let’s see how much you 
already know about your state. Is South Carolina shaped 
like a triangle, rectangle or circle? Is our 
state tree the pine tree or the palmetto 
tree? You’ll fi nd the answers and 
much, much more in 
your South Carolina 
Studies Weekly. 
There is a LOT to 
learn about South 
Carolina, so let’s get 
started!

Where is South Carolina?

ACROSS
3. this word means that just a few of an 

animal are alive today
5. not giving up during tough times
7. how people get things they need and want

DOWN
1. the study of the land and people on Earth
2. South Carolina’s state tree
4. a group of rivers that are all connected
6. an imaginary line that separates two 

areas
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 WEEK 1As you read this week’s lesson, 
circle or highlight all proper nouns 
with any color pen or highlighter. 
This will help you fi nd some of the 
crossword answers and get ready 
for this week’s test.

Rivers and 
Regions

Choose one article from this week’s magazine 
and look for the nouns and verbs in each 
sentence. Circle or highlight the nouns in yellow 
and the verbs in green. (CC ELA L.3.1)

SMART 
PHONE 
ACCESS

You are 
a scientist 
studying the 
loggerhead 
sea turtle. What would 
you do to try to save 
South Carolina’s state 
reptile?



          South Carolina

South Carolina has the coolest state tree in 
the United States. Why? Well, during the 

Revolutionary War, South Carolina soldiers had the 
brillant idea to build their fort with palmetto tree 
logs. Palmetto trees are very soft and spongy. During 
battles, cannon balls bounced off the walls of the fort 
without causing any damage. Because of its important 
history, the palmetto tree 
became South Carolina’s 
offi cial state tree in 1939. 
What an awesome tree! 
Although it only grows near 
the coast, you can see the 
palmetto tree as a symbol 
all over the state. It is 
so famous that South 
Carolina’s nickname 
is “The Palmetto 
State.” Look around 
your community for 
something named after 
the palmetto tree.
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Piedmont: The Piedmont region 
is just east of the mountains. The 
word “piedmont” actually means 
“foot of hills,” so we call it the 
foothills.

Sandhills: What do you think 
the land is like in this region? 
That’s right! There are many hills 
covered with sandy soil.

Inner Coastal Plain: This region 
is hilly just like the Sandhills, but 
its soil is very rich and good for 
farming.

Outer Coastal Plain: This region 
is fl at and slopes towards the 
ocean. There are many rivers in 
this region.

Coastal Zone Region: The 
Coastal Zone includes the 
beaches and islands along the 
coast of South Carolina. 

South Carolinians sometimes 
call the Blue Ridge and the 
Piedmont regions the Up Country 
because they are located in the 
upper part of the state. The Outer 
Coastal Plain and the Coastal 
Zone are called the Low Country 
because they are in the lower part 
of the state. The Sandhills and the 
Inner Coastal Plain are called the 
Midlands. Do you know why?

There will be many Regions 
articles in your Studies Weekly 
paper, so you can learn lots more 
about South Carolina’s regions! 

The Loggerhead Sea Turtle

Colonel
William
Moultrie
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Don’t Fall In!
It is early morning. A man sits in a boat on 
a gently fl owing river. He tosses his fi shing 
line into the water, then sits back to enjoy 
the beautiful trees, fl owers and wildlife 
around him.
 Do you enjoy fi shing in South 
Carolina’s rivers like this man? If you do, 
you are not alone. Many people use our rivers 
for water sports such as fi shing, boating and 
canoeing. South Carolina’s rivers are used in 
other ways, too. Rivers provide fresh water to 
homes and businesses. Farmers can use rivers 

to water the plants in 

their fi elds. Did you know rivers can even 
be used to make electricity? Factories along 
South Carolina’s rivers use the fl ow of the 
water to produce electricity. And don’t forget 
all of the animals in our state that drink river 
water every day to survive. As you can see, 
rivers are a very important part of our state.

South Carolina has four main river systems. 
A river system is a group of rivers that are 
all connected. All of South Carolina’s river 
systems are alike in one way. They fl ow in a 
southeastern direction towards the Atlantic 
Ocean. Let’s learn more about each one.

South Carolina’s River 
Systems
Savannah River System:  The Savannah 
River, the major river in this system, is 

very important to South Carolina. 
This river is a border, or an 
imaginary line, that separates 

our state from the state 
of Georgia. If you look at 
the map closely, you will 

see that the Savannah River and the border 
between South Carolina and Georgia are the 
same line.

Santee River System:  This is our state’s 
largest river system. The water in these rivers 
fl ows down from the Blue Ridge Mountains 
into the middle of our state. The Broad, 
Congaree and Santee rivers are all a part of 
this river system.

Pee Dee River System:  This river system 
is located in the northeastern part of South 
Carolina. These rivers fl ow from North 
Carolina through our state to the Atlantic 
Ocean. The Great Pee Dee and the Black 
rivers are in this system.

Edisto River System:  This entire river system 
is within the borders of South Carolina. It does 
not fl ow from or into another state.

South Carolina’s Regions
Did you know that South Carolina has 
beaches, hills, plains and even mountains? 
Our state has a little bit of everything! These 
landforms are a part of South Carolina’s 
geography. Geography is the study of the land 
and people on Earth. The land in our state is 
divided into six regions, or parts. Each one is 

unique. Take a look!

Blue Ridge: Have you ever 
hiked in the mountains? The 

Blue Ridge region is 
home to the Blue 

Ridge Mountains, 
the only 

mountain 
range 

in South 
Carolina. 

What Is Economics?
It’s a snowy and icy winter in South Carolina’s 

mountains. You need a heavy coat and maybe 
even snow boots to stay warm and dry. But what you 
really want is a new sled for the next snowstorm. 
You don’t need a sled, but it sure would be fun! 
If you live along the coast, you need and want 
different things. There’s no need for snow boots 
on the beach. People living in different regions of 
South Carolina need and want different things.  
 

In this column, we will study how people get the 
things they need and want. This is called economics. 
You are part of economics every day when you buy 
your lunch, trade snacks with a classmate or buy a 
new toy. Which 
of these things 
do you want and 
which do you 
need to live? 
Read each issue 
to discover 
how economics 
is important 
to you and 
all South 
Carolinians.

Do you know the name of South Carolina’s state reptile? Think 
of a scaly-skinned, cold-blooded animal that weighs between 

200 and 350 pounds. You got it: the loggerhead sea turtle. 
The loggerhead turtles lay their eggs along the Low Country 
coast of South Carolina. These turtles are very special because 
they are endangered, meaning there are very few loggerheads 
alive today. Why are the loggerhead 
turtles endangered? Mostly because 
of people. Homes, hotels and stores 
built on the beach can destroy the 
sand dunes where the turtles lay 
their eggs. Many people want to 
help the loggerhead, including a 
group of scientists from our state’s 
Department of Natural Resources. In 
2002, they put tracking tags on fi ve 
loggerhead turtles. The turtles don’t 
even know they are being watched, 
and the tag does not harm 
them in any way. Scientists 
hope to discover important 
information that will help save 
our state reptile.

“The British are coming!” Colonel William 
Moultrie and his men quickly try to fi nish 

building their fort as the British ships head 
straight for them. They defeated the British 
in this battle with a half-built fort. (It 
helped that the fort was made of palmetto 
logs.) Colonel Moultrie is a famous South 
Carolinian because he showed perseverance 
in many battles during the Revolutionary 
War. He kept working hard through tough 
times. Colonel Moultrie is also important 
to South Carolina because he designed 
the state fl ag. Moultrie chose the blue 
background because South Carolina’s 
soldiers wore blue uniforms. The 
crescent moon on the fl ag is just like the 
one sewn on his soldiers’ hats. About 100 
years after the fl ag was completed, a 
palmetto tree was placed in the center to 
honor Colonel Moultrie’s perseverance in 
defending South Carolina. You can 
visit his palmetto-log fort, named 
Fort Moultrie, on Sullivan’s 
Island, near Charleston.

Economics is the 
study of how 
people get the 
things they need 
and want. We 
have to learn 
how to use our 
money wisely.

The Case of the Disappearing Mace Palmetto Pride

South Carolina’s Major River Systems

South Carolina’s Regions

Hello, detectives! We have a tough case on our hands. The South 
Carolina House of Representatives owns a disappearing mace. 

What is a mace? It’s a fancy gold and silver rod with a 
crown on top of it. When the mace is displayed on 
the House of Representatives’ front desk, it shows 

the state leaders are working. 
The mace is old—really old. It was 

created all the way back in 1756. During the 
Revolutionary War, the leaders of South 
Carolina loved the mace very much and were 
worried that the British soldiers might steal 
it. A group of men secretly hid the mace in 
a bank in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. The plan 
worked! Unfortunately, everyone who knew 
its hiding place died during the war. It was 
missing for more than 40 years. Luckily, it was 
discovered and returned to South Carolina. 
But the story doesn’t end there. In 1971, the 

mace was stolen from its glass case in the State 
House. It only took a few weeks to fi nd the mace this 

time. Why do people want our state mace? Probably because 
it is the oldest mace still being used in the entire country. We had 
better keep a close eye on it!

South Carolina’s
Rivers and Regions
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is just east of the mountains. The 
word “piedmont” actually means 
“foot of hills,” so we call it the 
foothills.
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Did you know that more than 4 
million people live in South 

Carolina? People choose to live 
in different parts of the state for 
many reasons. Some people live 
near big cities where there are 
many jobs. Other people like to 
live on farms or in small towns 
where they enjoy a quiet life. Other 
South Carolinians live near the 
coast and go to the beach all year 
round. The number of people who 
live in a certain area is called its 
population. Which counties have 
the greatest population? The most 
populated counties are the ones 
that hold South Carolina’s largest 

cities including 
Greenville, 
Spartanburg, 
Columbia and 
Charleston. Do you 
live near one of these 
large cities? Find your 
county on the map and 
use the map key to learn its 
population.

Questions
1. What ocean is east of South Carolina? __________________________________________________________
2. Name the states that border South Carolina. _____________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
3. South Carolina is on the east/west (circle one) coast of the United States.

South Carolina: A Great
Place to Live
Imagine your toes buried in soft, warm sand as the ocean cools your feet with 

gentle waves. A cool mountain breeze blows wind through your hair as you 
climb on a rocky trail through the forest. As you walk down a quiet street, you 
see parents sitting on porch swings while kids run and play in the front 
yard. You hear car horns honking and cell phones ringing in a busy 
city full of people walking in every direction. Where ARE you? South 
Carolina! You live in a fantastic state full of ALL of these things. 
South Carolina combines beaches, mountains, small towns 
and big cities. It’s a little bit of everything. South Carolina is 
a very special place to live. In this issue, you will learn about 
your state geography, or the land. You will also learn some 
of South Carolina’s rich history that led to many of its 
state symbols. Before we begin, let’s see how much you 
already know about your state. Is South Carolina shaped 
like a triangle, rectangle or circle? Is our 
state tree the pine tree or the palmetto 
tree? You’ll fi nd the answers and 
much, much more in 
your South Carolina 
Studies Weekly. 
There is a LOT to 
learn about South 
Carolina, so let’s get 
started!
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3. this word means that just a few of an 

animal are alive today
5. not giving up during tough times
7. how people get things they need and want
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This will help you fi nd some of the 
crossword answers and get ready 
for this week’s test.

Rivers and 
Regions

Choose one article from this week’s magazine 
and look for the nouns and verbs in each 
sentence. Circle or highlight the nouns in yellow 
and the verbs in green. (CC ELA L.3.1)

SMART 
PHONE 
ACCESS

You are 
a scientist 
studying the 
loggerhead 
sea turtle. What would 
you do to try to save 
South Carolina’s state 
reptile?



On a cool morning in the South Carolina wilderness, you are 
fl oating down a river. The dugout canoe you sit in was carved 

from a tree log. You hold a bow and arrow in your hands as you 
watch for small animals along the riverbank.  As you step out of 
the canoe and begin looking around for nuts and berries, you spot 
a rabbit. You raise your bow and release the arrow. You think how 
proud your parents will be when you bring home meat for 
the next meal. 

American Indians—What 
do you think about when you 
hear those words? Long, dark 
hair and war paint? Well, 
some American Indians 
looked like that, and some 
did not. Some wore their 
hair straight and long, 
while others shaved 
their heads. Some tribes 
had men leaders, and 
some had women 
leaders. American 
Indian tribes were all 
very different. There 
were as many as 29 
different tribes in 
South Carolina alone, 
including Cheraw, 
Saluda and Yemassee. 
If you live in these towns 
or near the Catawba or 
Edisto River, you know 
places named after 
South Carolina 
American 

Indian tribes. The names of these tribes are all over the state. The 
tribes in South Carolina spoke many languages and were different 
in other ways, too. As we learn about the South Carolina American 
Indians in this week’s issue of Studies Weekly, let’s remember the 
uniqueness of each tribe while we discover how they were alike.American Indians in South Carolina

1.  Which tribe is located in the northwestern 
part of South Carolina? 

___________________________

2.  List the tribes that lived along the 
South Carolina coast.

__________________________________

____________________________________

_______________________________________

3.  What tribe lived on the border between 
South Carolina and Georgia?

__________________________________________

4.  What tribes lived along the border between South Carolina 
and North Carolina?

__________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

Here are a few of the American Indian tribes that lived in South Carolina around 1670. Use this map and what you already 
know about South Carolina geography to answer the following questions.

A weekly magazine for young students of South Carolina History

Vol. 12  Issue 1
First Quarter  

Week 2 of 24 • Page 4

ACROSS
3. the American Indian word for corn
5. dividing the work that needs to be 

done 
6. the weather of an area

DOWN
1.  a wooden fence built around an 

American Indian village
2. special activities done for many years
4. the way of life for a certain group of 

people
6. the leader of an American Indian tribe

Imagine you are a South 
Carolina American Indian. 
Describe what a typical day 
is like for you. What kind 

of jobs do you have to 
do? Where do you 
sleep? What do 
you do for fun?

South Carolina American Indians

__________________________________

____________________________________

_______________________________________

  What tribe lived on the border between 

__________________________________________

  What tribes lived along the border between South Carolina 

__________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

 WEEK 2

American 
Indians

If you’d like to make any editorial comments about our paper, 
please write to us at feedback@studiesweekly.com.
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Maybe you have heard the word 
“philanthropy” before. What does it mean? It 
describes actions that people make for the good 
of other people. What is a value? It’s a way 
of behaving that people believe is good—like 
believing it’s good to be honest. Is honesty one 
of your values? 

One way you can practice philanthropy 
today is to help yourself and others learn good 
values. How do you learn good values? You can 
learn them from your parents and grandparents, 
your teachers at school or church and other 
people you trust. 

You can also learn them from people that 
have been recognized for doing good things 
for society. An easy way to learn about people 
that have done good things is to visit values.
com. Values.com has lots of 
stories and short videos that 
highlight the traits that make 
each of us better people. 
They even have billboards on 
the highway to remind you 
about good values.

For example, you may 
have seen a billboard that 

looks like the one shown here.
This billboard is about Oral Lee Brown, who 

saved money from her job to send 19 kids to 
college…all by herself! Wow! Isn’t that cool? 

You can learn about lots of 
other people who practice 
philanthropy at values.com. 
Be sure to look for more of 
their “billboards” on Page 4 
of Studies Weekly this year. 
We think they’re so cool we 
want to remind you to check 
them out!

Philanthropy and Values

As you read this week’s lesson, circle or highlight all 
proper nouns with any color pen or highlighter. This 
will help you fi nd some of the crossword answers and 
get ready for this week’s test.

Find � ve words in this week’s magazine 
that have a pre� x or su�  x. Circle or 
highlight the words in any color. On 
a piece of paper, write the words and 
the meaning of the pre� xes or su�  xes. 
(CC ELA RF.3.3)

SMART 
PHONE 
ACCESS



          South Carolina

So where are all of these interesting 
American Indians today? The American 

Indians lived in South Carolina for a 
long time before any explorers found 
them. These explorers and settlers began 
visiting and living in South Carolina. The 
newcomers from other countries carried 
germs in their bodies (although they did not 

know it). These germs did not 
harm the newcomers 

because their 
bodies were used 
to them. But the 
South Carolina 

American Indians 
became very 

sick when 
they were 
around 

these germs. 
Diseases 

caused 

by the germs killed many South Carolina 
American Indians. Sometimes, half of 
a tribe would die at one time. Also, the 
newcomers wanted land in South Carolina 
to build their homes and towns. They fought 
the natives for this land for many years, and 
eventually the newcomers took the land. 
Sadly, most of the South Carolina American 
Indians disappeared. A few tribes still exist 
today in South Carolina because present-
day American Indians want to continue their 
way of life, or culture. You can visit the 
Catawba Indian Reservation in Rock Hill to 
learn more about an existing tribe. 

No Tepees? What Else 
Is There?

When you think of American Indian 
homes, you probably think of tepees. Well, 
South Carolina American Indians did 
NOT sleep in tepees. The South Carolina 
American Indians in the Up Country needed 
warm homes to keep out the ice, snow and 

cold. They built square log homes and 
sealed the cracks with mud. The 

Low Country American Indians 
needed a different type of 

home to fi t their climate, or 
weather of an area over 

time. These homes had 
to stand strong against 

heavy rain and strong 
winds off the ocean. 
The coastal American 
Indians built round 

homes by 
heating 

wood 
poles 

over a 
fi re and 
bending 
them into 
a curved 
shape. 
They also 
covered 
these huts 
with bark, 
making them 
waterproof. 
That’s smart! 

All South 
Carolina American 
Indians liked to live 
in groups or villages. 
They often built a large 
wooden fence around their 
village called a palisade. It protected them 
against enemy American Indians who could 
attack at any time. The palisade also kept 
out wild animals, which roamed freely in 
the wilderness. Without the palisade, things 
could get scary at night!

Are We Having Fun Yet?
The South Carolina American Indians 

had to do many chores like hunting, farming 
and fi shing. But they still found time to 
have fun at the Green Corn Festival. Most 
of the South Carolina tribes celebrated this 
festival each year when they harvested the 
fi rst crop of corn. These American Indians 
really knew how to throw a party! The 
Green Corn Festival lasted for days. They 
would sing, dance, play and eat lots of great 
food. What kind of games do you think 
South Carolina American Indians played? 

Did the American Indians use economics? Yes! 
Let’s remember that economics is the way people 
get the things they need and want. Think for a 
moment about how South Carolina American Indians 
met their needs. How did they get their food? We 
read in the lesson that women and men helped get 
food in different ways. Imagine what life would be 
like if all South Carolina American Indians hunted 
for food. There would be no vegetables, nuts 
or berries to eat. What if everyone tended the 
garden? There would be no meat for dinner. The 
American Indians made life better by dividing the 
work that needed to be done among the members 
of the tribe. This is called division of labor because 
everyone does a part of the work. Do you have a 
chore that only you do? Does your brother or sister 
have a different chore? Just as the American 
Indians did, you use economics every day!
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Division of Labor 
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Ahh…the beach! Imagine the sun on your face, your 
feet in the sand and the waves crashing into white foam. 
South Carolina’s beaches are part of the Coastal Zone 
region. But this region holds more than just beautiful 
beaches. Marshes and islands are in the Coastal 
Zone, too.  

Marshes are grassy areas near the coast that are 
often covered with water. When the ocean is at high 
tide, these marshes become fl ooded with salty ocean 

water. During this time, the grasses 
are completely covered with water. 
During low tide, when the water level 
is low, you can see the grasses and thick 
mud underneath. South Carolina’s coastal 
marshes are home to many animals including fi sh, 
crabs and shrimp. Many birds feed and nest in the 
marshes. If you visit a salt marsh in the Coastal Zone, 
remember to bring along bug spray! Insects, such as 
mosquitoes, live in large numbers there.

Special islands called barrier islands are also part of 
the Coastal Zone. These are islands just off the coast of 
South Carolina. They are important because they block 
strong winds and big waves from hitting the mainland. 
Some of these islands are protected wildlife refuges, 
meaning that animals live there without people disturbing 
them. This helps the animals stay alive and protected. If 
you want to visit a wildlife refuge, travel to Bull Island, 
near Charleston.

Coastal Zone Geography
Have you ever seen a deer in South Carolina? The South 

Carolina American Indians hunted the deer for food and other 
uses. After eating the deer, the skin was used for clothing, 
blankets and even musical 
instruments. They used the bones 
for many things, including tools 
and sewing needles. Today, 
the white-tailed deer is South 
Carolina’s offi cial state animal. 

Do you know how the white-
tailed deer got its name? When 
this deer gets scared, it runs 
away with the white underside of 
its tail fl ashing in the air. This 
white color warns other deer of 
danger. The baby deer, called fawns, 
have spots on their coats that help 
them camoufl age, or blend in with their 
surroundings. Their spots look like sunlight 
peeking through the trees onto the forest 
fl oor. This camoufl age helps to protect 
them against predators. Be on the lookout 
because white-tailed deer are found all 
over South Carolina.

White-Tailed Deer
Imagine yourself living on a present-day American 

Indian reservation in South Carolina. You would 
probably still go to school, play with your friends and 
watch television. But you would live among members of 
your tribe and your chief. (And, yes, American Indian 
tribes today still have chiefs!)

In July 2007, the tribe elected Chief Donald 
Rodgers among three other candidates. Rodgers had 
grown up on the Catawba reservation and was ready 
for the new responsibility. Chief Rodgers has been 
working on improvements for the tribe in many ways, 
like with technology, education and improving the 
economy.

The previous chief, Chief Gilbert Blue served in the 
position for about 34 years. Both chiefs are proud of 
their tribe and its traditions. Traditions are special 
activities done by a group of people for a long time. 
The Catawba traditions include pottery making, the 
Catawba language, dances and songs. To see these 
traditions, visit the Catawba Reservation in Rock 
Hill at their yearly festival on the Saturday after 
Thanksgiving. You may even get to meet the chief!

Chief 
Rodgers

Did the American Indians use economics? Yes! 
Let’s remember that economics is the way people 
get the things they need and want. Think for a 
moment about how South Carolina American Indians 
met their needs. How did they get their food? We 
read in the lesson that women and men helped get 
food in different ways. Imagine what life would be 
like if all South Carolina American Indians hunted 
for food. There would be no vegetables, nuts 
or berries to eat. What if everyone tended the 
garden? There would be no meat for dinner. The 
American Indians made life better by dividing the 
work that needed to be done among the members 
of the tribe. This is called division of labor because 
everyone does a part of the work. Do you have a 
chore that only you do? Does your brother or sister 
have a different chore? Just as the American 
Indians did, you use economics every day!

Division of Labor

Where Did All the 
American Indians Go?

Most of their games were 
contests to see who was the 
strongest or fastest. The South 
Carolina American Indians 
also loved to play instruments. 
They didn’t have saxophones or 
guitars, but they made their own 
instruments. Drums were hollow 
logs with deerskins stretched 
over them. Turtle shells fi lled 
with stones made great rattles. 
Time to party! 

What’s for Dinner?
If a South Carolina American 

Indian had you over for dinner, 
would you like the food? Well, 
that depends on whether you 
like lots of vegetables and meat. 

The South Carolina American 
Indians ate many different kinds 
of food. The women worked 
in gardens growing foods like 
squash, beans and corn. Corn, or 
maize as the American Indians 
called it, was very important and 
eaten every day. These women 
made the fi rst grits from corn. 
The women also gathered nuts 
and berries in the wilderness. 
So what did the men do? They 
hunted and fi shed for meat 
such as deer, bear or seafood. 
The South Carolina American 
Indians often cooked their food 
slowly over an open fi re. Your 
nose would tell you when it was 
time for dinner!



          South Carolina

So where are all of these interesting 
American Indians today? The American 

Indians lived in South Carolina for a 
long time before any explorers found 
them. These explorers and settlers began 
visiting and living in South Carolina. The 
newcomers from other countries carried 
germs in their bodies (although they did not 

know it). These germs did not 
harm the newcomers 

because their 
bodies were used 
to them. But the 
South Carolina 

American Indians 
became very 

sick when 
they were 
around 

these germs. 
Diseases 

caused 

by the germs killed many South Carolina 
American Indians. Sometimes, half of 
a tribe would die at one time. Also, the 
newcomers wanted land in South Carolina 
to build their homes and towns. They fought 
the natives for this land for many years, and 
eventually the newcomers took the land. 
Sadly, most of the South Carolina American 
Indians disappeared. A few tribes still exist 
today in South Carolina because present-
day American Indians want to continue their 
way of life, or culture. You can visit the 
Catawba Indian Reservation in Rock Hill to 
learn more about an existing tribe. 

No Tepees? What Else 
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When you think of American Indian 
homes, you probably think of tepees. Well, 
South Carolina American Indians did 
NOT sleep in tepees. The South Carolina 
American Indians in the Up Country needed 
warm homes to keep out the ice, snow and 

cold. They built square log homes and 
sealed the cracks with mud. The 

Low Country American Indians 
needed a different type of 
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weather of an area over 

time. These homes had 
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winds off the ocean. 
The coastal American 
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heating 

wood 
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over a 
fi re and 
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them into 
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shape. 
They also 
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these huts 
with bark, 
making them 
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That’s smart! 

All South 
Carolina American 
Indians liked to live 
in groups or villages. 
They often built a large 
wooden fence around their 
village called a palisade. It protected them 
against enemy American Indians who could 
attack at any time. The palisade also kept 
out wild animals, which roamed freely in 
the wilderness. Without the palisade, things 
could get scary at night!

Are We Having Fun Yet?
The South Carolina American Indians 

had to do many chores like hunting, farming 
and fi shing. But they still found time to 
have fun at the Green Corn Festival. Most 
of the South Carolina tribes celebrated this 
festival each year when they harvested the 
fi rst crop of corn. These American Indians 
really knew how to throw a party! The 
Green Corn Festival lasted for days. They 
would sing, dance, play and eat lots of great 
food. What kind of games do you think 
South Carolina American Indians played? 

Did the American Indians use economics? Yes! 
Let’s remember that economics is the way people 
get the things they need and want. Think for a 
moment about how South Carolina American Indians 
met their needs. How did they get their food? We 
read in the lesson that women and men helped get 
food in different ways. Imagine what life would be 
like if all South Carolina American Indians hunted 
for food. There would be no vegetables, nuts 
or berries to eat. What if everyone tended the 
garden? There would be no meat for dinner. The 
American Indians made life better by dividing the 
work that needed to be done among the members 
of the tribe. This is called division of labor because 
everyone does a part of the work. Do you have a 
chore that only you do? Does your brother or sister 
have a different chore? Just as the American 
Indians did, you use economics every day!
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Ahh…the beach! Imagine the sun on your face, your 
feet in the sand and the waves crashing into white foam. 
South Carolina’s beaches are part of the Coastal Zone 
region. But this region holds more than just beautiful 
beaches. Marshes and islands are in the Coastal 
Zone, too.  

Marshes are grassy areas near the coast that are 
often covered with water. When the ocean is at high 
tide, these marshes become fl ooded with salty ocean 

water. During this time, the grasses 
are completely covered with water. 
During low tide, when the water level 
is low, you can see the grasses and thick 
mud underneath. South Carolina’s coastal 
marshes are home to many animals including fi sh, 
crabs and shrimp. Many birds feed and nest in the 
marshes. If you visit a salt marsh in the Coastal Zone, 
remember to bring along bug spray! Insects, such as 
mosquitoes, live in large numbers there.

Special islands called barrier islands are also part of 
the Coastal Zone. These are islands just off the coast of 
South Carolina. They are important because they block 
strong winds and big waves from hitting the mainland. 
Some of these islands are protected wildlife refuges, 
meaning that animals live there without people disturbing 
them. This helps the animals stay alive and protected. If 
you want to visit a wildlife refuge, travel to Bull Island, 
near Charleston.

Coastal Zone Geography
Have you ever seen a deer in South Carolina? The South 

Carolina American Indians hunted the deer for food and other 
uses. After eating the deer, the skin was used for clothing, 
blankets and even musical 
instruments. They used the bones 
for many things, including tools 
and sewing needles. Today, 
the white-tailed deer is South 
Carolina’s offi cial state animal. 

Do you know how the white-
tailed deer got its name? When 
this deer gets scared, it runs 
away with the white underside of 
its tail fl ashing in the air. This 
white color warns other deer of 
danger. The baby deer, called fawns, 
have spots on their coats that help 
them camoufl age, or blend in with their 
surroundings. Their spots look like sunlight 
peeking through the trees onto the forest 
fl oor. This camoufl age helps to protect 
them against predators. Be on the lookout 
because white-tailed deer are found all 
over South Carolina.

White-Tailed Deer
Imagine yourself living on a present-day American 

Indian reservation in South Carolina. You would 
probably still go to school, play with your friends and 
watch television. But you would live among members of 
your tribe and your chief. (And, yes, American Indian 
tribes today still have chiefs!)

In July 2007, the tribe elected Chief Donald 
Rodgers among three other candidates. Rodgers had 
grown up on the Catawba reservation and was ready 
for the new responsibility. Chief Rodgers has been 
working on improvements for the tribe in many ways, 
like with technology, education and improving the 
economy.

The previous chief, Chief Gilbert Blue served in the 
position for about 34 years. Both chiefs are proud of 
their tribe and its traditions. Traditions are special 
activities done by a group of people for a long time. 
The Catawba traditions include pottery making, the 
Catawba language, dances and songs. To see these 
traditions, visit the Catawba Reservation in Rock 
Hill at their yearly festival on the Saturday after 
Thanksgiving. You may even get to meet the chief!

Chief 
Rodgers

Did the American Indians use economics? Yes! 
Let’s remember that economics is the way people 
get the things they need and want. Think for a 
moment about how South Carolina American Indians 
met their needs. How did they get their food? We 
read in the lesson that women and men helped get 
food in different ways. Imagine what life would be 
like if all South Carolina American Indians hunted 
for food. There would be no vegetables, nuts 
or berries to eat. What if everyone tended the 
garden? There would be no meat for dinner. The 
American Indians made life better by dividing the 
work that needed to be done among the members 
of the tribe. This is called division of labor because 
everyone does a part of the work. Do you have a 
chore that only you do? Does your brother or sister 
have a different chore? Just as the American 
Indians did, you use economics every day!

Division of Labor

Where Did All the 
American Indians Go?

Most of their games were 
contests to see who was the 
strongest or fastest. The South 
Carolina American Indians 
also loved to play instruments. 
They didn’t have saxophones or 
guitars, but they made their own 
instruments. Drums were hollow 
logs with deerskins stretched 
over them. Turtle shells fi lled 
with stones made great rattles. 
Time to party! 

What’s for Dinner?
If a South Carolina American 

Indian had you over for dinner, 
would you like the food? Well, 
that depends on whether you 
like lots of vegetables and meat. 

The South Carolina American 
Indians ate many different kinds 
of food. The women worked 
in gardens growing foods like 
squash, beans and corn. Corn, or 
maize as the American Indians 
called it, was very important and 
eaten every day. These women 
made the fi rst grits from corn. 
The women also gathered nuts 
and berries in the wilderness. 
So what did the men do? They 
hunted and fi shed for meat 
such as deer, bear or seafood. 
The South Carolina American 
Indians often cooked their food 
slowly over an open fi re. Your 
nose would tell you when it was 
time for dinner!



On a cool morning in the South Carolina wilderness, you are 
fl oating down a river. The dugout canoe you sit in was carved 

from a tree log. You hold a bow and arrow in your hands as you 
watch for small animals along the riverbank.  As you step out of 
the canoe and begin looking around for nuts and berries, you spot 
a rabbit. You raise your bow and release the arrow. You think how 
proud your parents will be when you bring home meat for 
the next meal. 

American Indians—What 
do you think about when you 
hear those words? Long, dark 
hair and war paint? Well, 
some American Indians 
looked like that, and some 
did not. Some wore their 
hair straight and long, 
while others shaved 
their heads. Some tribes 
had men leaders, and 
some had women 
leaders. American 
Indian tribes were all 
very different. There 
were as many as 29 
different tribes in 
South Carolina alone, 
including Cheraw, 
Saluda and Yemassee. 
If you live in these towns 
or near the Catawba or 
Edisto River, you know 
places named after 
South Carolina 
American 

Indian tribes. The names of these tribes are all over the state. The 
tribes in South Carolina spoke many languages and were different 
in other ways, too. As we learn about the South Carolina American 
Indians in this week’s issue of Studies Weekly, let’s remember the 
uniqueness of each tribe while we discover how they were alike.American Indians in South Carolina

1.  Which tribe is located in the northwestern 
part of South Carolina? 

___________________________

2.  List the tribes that lived along the 
South Carolina coast.

__________________________________

____________________________________

_______________________________________

3.  What tribe lived on the border between 
South Carolina and Georgia?

__________________________________________

4.  What tribes lived along the border between South Carolina 
and North Carolina?

__________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

Here are a few of the American Indian tribes that lived in South Carolina around 1670. Use this map and what you already 
know about South Carolina geography to answer the following questions.
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3. the American Indian word for corn
5. dividing the work that needs to be 

done 
6. the weather of an area

DOWN
1.  a wooden fence built around an 

American Indian village
2. special activities done for many years
4. the way of life for a certain group of 

people
6. the leader of an American Indian tribe

Imagine you are a South 
Carolina American Indian. 
Describe what a typical day 
is like for you. What kind 

of jobs do you have to 
do? Where do you 
sleep? What do 
you do for fun?
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Maybe you have heard the word 
“philanthropy” before. What does it mean? It 
describes actions that people make for the good 
of other people. What is a value? It’s a way 
of behaving that people believe is good—like 
believing it’s good to be honest. Is honesty one 
of your values? 

One way you can practice philanthropy 
today is to help yourself and others learn good 
values. How do you learn good values? You can 
learn them from your parents and grandparents, 
your teachers at school or church and other 
people you trust. 

You can also learn them from people that 
have been recognized for doing good things 
for society. An easy way to learn about people 
that have done good things is to visit values.
com. Values.com has lots of 
stories and short videos that 
highlight the traits that make 
each of us better people. 
They even have billboards on 
the highway to remind you 
about good values.

For example, you may 
have seen a billboard that 

looks like the one shown here.
This billboard is about Oral Lee Brown, who 

saved money from her job to send 19 kids to 
college…all by herself! Wow! Isn’t that cool? 

You can learn about lots of 
other people who practice 
philanthropy at values.com. 
Be sure to look for more of 
their “billboards” on Page 4 
of Studies Weekly this year. 
We think they’re so cool we 
want to remind you to check 
them out!

Philanthropy and Values

As you read this week’s lesson, circle or highlight all 
proper nouns with any color pen or highlighter. This 
will help you fi nd some of the crossword answers and 
get ready for this week’s test.

Find � ve words in this week’s magazine 
that have a pre� x or su�  x. Circle or 
highlight the words in any color. On 
a piece of paper, write the words and 
the meaning of the pre� xes or su�  xes. 
(CC ELA RF.3.3)
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ACROSS
2. first Spanish settlement in South Carolina
5. the first people to travel through an area of 

land
6. pride in yourself
8. the reason Spanish explorers first came to 

South Carolina
DOWN
1. The French got so hungry that they ate their 

_____.
3. the unexplored North America
4. people trying to create a lasting community in 

a new land
7. an exchange for things that you need or want

Pretend you are a Spanish or French settler 
in South Carolina. Tell about your adventures. 
Do you like living in the New World, or do you 

want to go home? What problems have 
you faced? Have you met the local 

American Indians?

South Carolina Discovered

Exploration Timeline

Timeline Questions

1.  In what year did De Soto explore South Carolina? ____________________________________________

2.  How many years did settlers live in Charlesfort? _____________________________________________

3.  Did Fort San Felipe or Fort San Marcos last longer? __________________________________________

4.  Who was the fi rst explorer in South Carolina? _______________________________________________

Have you ever had a bad day when you just 
couldn’t seem to do anything right? Well, that 

describes the adventures of the Spanish and French 
people who first arrived in South Carolina. The 
Spanish and French wanted to settle South Carolina, 
but they weren’t very good at it. Everything seemed to 
go wrong. Many of the explorers, or the first people 
to travel through the land, got sick and died. Those 
who tried to create a lasting community, or group of 
settlers, had trouble growing crops, ran out of food 
and fought with the American Indians. Both the 
explorers and settlers struggled to survive. 

So what did South Carolina look like 
many, many years ago when explorers 
saw it for the first time? Along the 
coast, where the explorers arrived, 
the land was very swampy and full 
of bugs. The weather was often hot 
and sticky. This made it hard for 
settlers to survive. However, when 

explorers traveled into the middle of South Carolina, 
they saw a land that was completely different from 
the coast. There were beautiful trees, flowing rivers 
and rich soils. Many explorers thought the middle of 
South Carolina would be a wonderful place to grow 

crops. But as you will see, the 
early settlers and explorers did 
not stay in South Carolina long 
enough to find out. Let’s see 
what happened!

 1526    1540    1562    1566    1576
Lucas Vasquez de Ayllon, 
a Spanish explorer, is the 

fi rst to explore South 
Carolina. He and his men 
build a settlement called 
San Miguel de Guadalupe, 

but it did not last even 
one year.  

Hernando De Soto arrives 
in South Carolina

Frenchman Jean Ribault 
and his men settle present-
day Parris Island and build a 
fort named Charlesfort. The 
settlers run out of supplies 

and return to France a 
year later.

The Spanish try again to 
settle North Carolina and 

build Fort San Felipe in the 
same place as Charlesfort. 

Things go well for 10 
years, but didn’t treat the 
American Indians well. The 
American Indians burned 
the fort to the ground.

The Spanish try yet again to 
settle South Carolina. They 

build Fort San Marcos, 
which is more successful 

than Fort San Felipe. 
However, the settlers 
eventually leave and go 
to Florida to help other 

Spanish settlers.

Discovering
Our Land

ACROSS
2. first Spanish settlement in South Carolina
5. the first people to travel through an area of 

land
6. pride in yourself
8. the reason Spanish explorers first came to 

South Carolina
DOWN
1. The French got so hungry that they ate their 

_____.
3. the unexplored North America
4. people trying to create a lasting community in 

a new land
7. an exchange for things that you need or want
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As you read this week’s lesson, circle or highlight all 
proper nouns with any color pen or highlighter. This 
will help you fi nd some of the crossword answers and 
get ready for this week’s test.

As you read this week’s cover story, circle or highlight all of the adjectives 
in yellow and all of the adverbs in green. (CC ELA L.3.1)

Could a city the size of New York City be 
destroyed by a drought? Many scientists 

believe that’s what happened to a city called Angkor 
in what is now Cambodia. Angkor was the capital 
city of an empire that stretched from Myanmar 
(Burma) to Vietnam. This city of about 750,000 
people lasted 600 years, from the ninth to the 
fi fteenth century. 

The Angkor area doesn’t have the kind of 
summers and winters that many U.S. cities do. It has 
drought for about six months, and a rainy season for 
six months. Angkor had a complicated network of 
canals, reservoirs and dams to catch water during 

the rainy season so it could be used during droughts. 
The system worked well for almost 600 years. 

Recently, scientists studied tree rings from 
900-year-old trees near Angkor. The rings showed 
that year after year the droughts and the rains got 
more severe. Here’s what scientists think may 
have happened: The reservoirs went completely 
dry during the drought seasons and the canals 
were badly damaged. The people of Angkor could 
no longer control one of their most important 
resources, water. Without water their civilization 
collapsed.

Isn’t it amazing what you can learn from a tree?

Tree Rings Tell an Ancient Story

SMART 
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          South Carolina

Have you ever seen a swamp? If 
you have, you may live in the Outer 
Coastal Plain. This region, which is 

next to the Coastal Zone, has many 
swamps. A swamp is an area that is 
fl ooded with water. Does that sound 
a lot like a marsh? 

The difference between marshes 
and swamps is that swamps have 
trees and marshes don’t. The 
swamps of the Outer Coastal Plain 
hold many old, old trees. If you visit 
the Francis Beidler Forest in Four 
Holes Swamp, you will see trees 
that are more than 1,000 years old. 
The swamps in this region are also 
home to a large variety of animals 
including reptiles, birds and insects.

Want to know something unusual 
about this region? In the Outer 
Coastal Plain, there are thousands of 
large oval dips in the ground called 
Carolina bays. Some of these areas 

are full of 
water, making 
them look like 
swamps. 

The question is, 
“How did they get 
there?” Scientists 
can’t fi gure it out! 
One idea is that 
many years ago a 
large rock from 
space broke into many pieces and 
fell to the Earth. The big chunks 
of rock could have hit the ground, 
making big “dents” (the Carolina 
bays). But no one knows for sure. 
What do you think caused them?

As you can see, the Outer Coastal 
Plain is a special and interesting part 
of South Carolina. 

Outer Coastal Plain Geography

An explorer arrives in a busy American Indian 
village. An American Indian chief greets the 
explorer and his men. She puts pearls around 
their necks to welcome them. . . .

In 1540, the explorer 
Hernando De Soto discovered 
the American Indian village 
Cofi tachequi during his travels 
through our state. The village 
was a major trading center 
for the American Indians in the 
coastal plain. American Indians 
brought to Cofi tachequi their 
crops (corn, beans and squash) 
and their crafts (baskets and 
feather work). They traded 
these goods for other things 
they wanted. The American 
Indians did not use money, so 
they made exchanges for things 
they needed and wanted. Today, 
you make trades all the time. 
Have you ever traded a 
snack from your lunchbox 
for a friend’s snack? Using 
money is another way to 
trade. When you buy your 
lunch at school, you are 
trading your money in for a 
lunch. The American Indians 
in Cofi tachequi traded every 
day just as you do today. It’s 
all a part of economics!
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150 men to the present-day Parris 
Island, and they built a fort named 
Charlesfort. After a few months, 
Jean and some of the men decided to 
sail back to France for supplies. The 
problems began when Jean could not 
return to the New World right away. 
The men in South Carolina ran out 
of food. Their settlement was in a 
swampy area, making it hard to grow 
food. They begged the American 
Indians for food, but the American 
Indians did not have much to spare. 
Things got worse when their storage 
building, holding the few supplies 
they did have, burned to the ground. 
The hopeless men decided to build 
a ship and go home to France. They 
had to use pinesap and Spanish moss 
to keep water from leaking in the 
boat’s cracks. The sails for the boat 
were made from the men’s shirts. 
While fl oating in the middle of the 
ocean, the men ran out of food. They 
got so hungry that they ate their 
shoes! Finally, a large ship rescued 
them. The French settlement at 
Charlesfort failed.

3. The Spanish 
Are Back!
In 1566, the Spanish decided to try to 
settle South Carolina a second time. 
They discovered the old Charlesfort 
and built their own fort, Fort San 
Felipe, in the same place. The 
Spanish named their settlement Santa 
Elena. This settlement was actually 

going well for a while. It lasted 
10 years. Men, 

women and even children lived in the 
settlement. Among the settlers were a 
doctor, a tailor and even a carpenter. 
The Spanish used Fort San Felipe as 
a home base for their explorations 
across the state. A man named Juan 
Pardo led two trips from the fort to 
explore the Up Country.  He thought 
the soil in our state would be good 
for growing crops. So what happened 
to the settlement? Again, the settlers 
ran out of supplies. They raided 
American Indian villages looking 
for food and killed three American 
Indian chiefs. The American Indians 
decided to get back at them and 
attacked Fort San Felipe. American 
Indians burned their fort to the 
ground, so the Spanish settlers ran 
away to Florida. Talk about bad luck!

4. These Folks Never 
Give Up!
Spain’s last attempt to settle South 
Carolina happened in 1577. They 
built Fort San Marcos near the old 
Fort San Felipe. This settlement was 
more successful than San Felipe. This 
time, the Spanish did a better job of 
farming the land and providing food 
for everyone. Many families lived in 
San Marcos. The community even 
had a church and a tavern. Just when 
things seemed to be going well, other 
Spanish settlers in Florida needed 
their help. All of the settlers were told 
to leave Fort San Marcos and join a 
different fort in Florida. The French 
and Spanish never settled South 
Carolina. What country do you think 
eventually did settle South Carolina? 

Are We 
There Yet?

Trade
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At night, the explorers to South Carolina slept under the 
dark sky. Maybe in the night they saw a fl icker of light moving 
around them. If they looked closely, they may have seen a 
little bug fl ying around, lighting up the end of its body. We call 
these bugs fi refl ies. Actually, they are beetles that are found 
all over our state. Firefl ies light up like a fl ashlight. So how do 
they do that? The light is made from chemicals in the fi refl y’s 
body. The real mystery is how they turn the light on and off. 
Scientists are not sure how they do it! Go looking for fi refl ies 
around ponds or streams or near the forest fl oor. They should 
be easy to spot because they don’t 
fl y very fast. If you fi nd 
one, just watch from 
a distance instead 
of trying to 
capture it. 
Good citizens 
never disturb 
the natural 
environment!

You are a South Carolina American Indian 
greeting Spanish explorers. They do not speak your 
language, but you are curious about their ship. So, 
you step aboard to look around. Suddenly, it pushes 
off to sea. You are trapped and will become a slave 
in a foreign land.

The Spanish captured many South Carolina 
American Indians to work as slaves. One man led a 
different life than most American Indian slaves. 
The Spanish named him Francisco de Chicora. 
Francisco learned the Spanish language and was 
taken to Spain. There he spoke with dignity, or 
pride, about his tribe and beautiful homeland to 
kings, queens and others. After hearing Francisco’s 
descriptions of South Carolina, many people wanted 
to visit the New World. Francisco returned to South 
Carolina as a guide for the next Spanish explorers. 
He wanted to rejoin his tribe, so he ran away from 
the Spanish when they reached land. Francisco, a 
great South Carolinian, is famous for telling stories 
of his tribe and homeland with dignity.

An explorer arrives in a busy American Indian 
village. An American Indian chief greets the 
explorer and his men. She puts pearls around 
their necks to welcome them. . . .

In 1540, the explorer 
Hernando De Soto discovered 
the American Indian village 
Cofi tachequi during his travels 
through our state. The village 
was a major trading center 
for the American Indians in the 
coastal plain. American Indians 
brought to Cofi tachequi their 
crops (corn, beans and squash) 
and their crafts (baskets and 
feather work). They traded 
these goods for other things 
they wanted. The American 
Indians did not use money, so 
they made exchanges for things 
they needed and wanted. Today, 
you make trades all the time. 
Have you ever traded a 
snack from your lunchbox 
for a friend’s snack? Using 
money is another way to 
trade. When you buy your 
lunch at school, you are 
trading your money in for a 
lunch. The American Indians 
in Cofi tachequi traded every 
day just as you do today. It’s 
all a part of economics!

Trade
So why did the Spanish and French want to explore and settle South Carolina? Why weren’t they happy in their own countries? Well, these Europeans 
thought they could fi nd riches such as gold, silver and other treasures in the New World (the unexplored North America). They thought that, by 
settling the new land, they could claim land for their home country and make it more powerful. The Europeans called this idea “for king and for 
country.” Another reason Europeans explored the New World was to capture South Carolina American Indians to use as slaves in other countries. 
Although the French and Spanish explorers were not successful here, they are an important part of our history that is often forgotten. Let’s get started 
learning about their time spent in South Carolina!

American Indians used to exchange 
baskets and other goods for the things 
they needed.

Dignity

1. The Spanish Try It
Why did the fi rst Spanish explorers come to 
South Carolina? They were actually looking for 

slaves! They tricked American 
Indians into boarding their 

ships and then sailed them to 
the Caribbean Islands to 

work in fi elds. But the 
Spanish wanted more 

than just slaves. They 
wanted a 

lasting settlement, too.  In 1526, a man named 
Lucas Vasquez de Ayllon led 600 men on 
a boat to the South Carolina coast. These 
men built a settlement called San Miguel de 
Guadalupe, but it did not even last one year. 
Many of the men, including 
Ayllon, got sick and died 
because the settlement 
was located near 
unhealthy swamps. 
When the remaining 
settlers ran out of 
food, they left 

South Carolina. On the voyage home, some 
of the men froze to death. Only 150 men of 
the original 600 made it back home. The fi rst 
Spanish settlement was a complete failure! 

2. The French Take a Turn
Spain and France were in a race to see who 
could settle the New World fi rst. They both 
wanted to own the new land. The French 
decided to settle South Carolina after the 
Spanish failed. In 1562, Jean Ribault led 

Firefly



          South Carolina

Have you ever seen a swamp? If 
you have, you may live in the Outer 
Coastal Plain. This region, which is 

next to the Coastal Zone, has many 
swamps. A swamp is an area that is 
fl ooded with water. Does that sound 
a lot like a marsh? 

The difference between marshes 
and swamps is that swamps have 
trees and marshes don’t. The 
swamps of the Outer Coastal Plain 
hold many old, old trees. If you visit 
the Francis Beidler Forest in Four 
Holes Swamp, you will see trees 
that are more than 1,000 years old. 
The swamps in this region are also 
home to a large variety of animals 
including reptiles, birds and insects.

Want to know something unusual 
about this region? In the Outer 
Coastal Plain, there are thousands of 
large oval dips in the ground called 
Carolina bays. Some of these areas 

are full of 
water, making 
them look like 
swamps. 

The question is, 
“How did they get 
there?” Scientists 
can’t fi gure it out! 
One idea is that 
many years ago a 
large rock from 
space broke into many pieces and 
fell to the Earth. The big chunks 
of rock could have hit the ground, 
making big “dents” (the Carolina 
bays). But no one knows for sure. 
What do you think caused them?

As you can see, the Outer Coastal 
Plain is a special and interesting part 
of South Carolina. 

Outer Coastal Plain Geography

An explorer arrives in a busy American Indian 
village. An American Indian chief greets the 
explorer and his men. She puts pearls around 
their necks to welcome them. . . .

In 1540, the explorer 
Hernando De Soto discovered 
the American Indian village 
Cofi tachequi during his travels 
through our state. The village 
was a major trading center 
for the American Indians in the 
coastal plain. American Indians 
brought to Cofi tachequi their 
crops (corn, beans and squash) 
and their crafts (baskets and 
feather work). They traded 
these goods for other things 
they wanted. The American 
Indians did not use money, so 
they made exchanges for things 
they needed and wanted. Today, 
you make trades all the time. 
Have you ever traded a 
snack from your lunchbox 
for a friend’s snack? Using 
money is another way to 
trade. When you buy your 
lunch at school, you are 
trading your money in for a 
lunch. The American Indians 
in Cofi tachequi traded every 
day just as you do today. It’s 
all a part of economics!
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150 men to the present-day Parris 
Island, and they built a fort named 
Charlesfort. After a few months, 
Jean and some of the men decided to 
sail back to France for supplies. The 
problems began when Jean could not 
return to the New World right away. 
The men in South Carolina ran out 
of food. Their settlement was in a 
swampy area, making it hard to grow 
food. They begged the American 
Indians for food, but the American 
Indians did not have much to spare. 
Things got worse when their storage 
building, holding the few supplies 
they did have, burned to the ground. 
The hopeless men decided to build 
a ship and go home to France. They 
had to use pinesap and Spanish moss 
to keep water from leaking in the 
boat’s cracks. The sails for the boat 
were made from the men’s shirts. 
While fl oating in the middle of the 
ocean, the men ran out of food. They 
got so hungry that they ate their 
shoes! Finally, a large ship rescued 
them. The French settlement at 
Charlesfort failed.

3. The Spanish 
Are Back!
In 1566, the Spanish decided to try to 
settle South Carolina a second time. 
They discovered the old Charlesfort 
and built their own fort, Fort San 
Felipe, in the same place. The 
Spanish named their settlement Santa 
Elena. This settlement was actually 

going well for a while. It lasted 
10 years. Men, 

women and even children lived in the 
settlement. Among the settlers were a 
doctor, a tailor and even a carpenter. 
The Spanish used Fort San Felipe as 
a home base for their explorations 
across the state. A man named Juan 
Pardo led two trips from the fort to 
explore the Up Country.  He thought 
the soil in our state would be good 
for growing crops. So what happened 
to the settlement? Again, the settlers 
ran out of supplies. They raided 
American Indian villages looking 
for food and killed three American 
Indian chiefs. The American Indians 
decided to get back at them and 
attacked Fort San Felipe. American 
Indians burned their fort to the 
ground, so the Spanish settlers ran 
away to Florida. Talk about bad luck!

4. These Folks Never 
Give Up!
Spain’s last attempt to settle South 
Carolina happened in 1577. They 
built Fort San Marcos near the old 
Fort San Felipe. This settlement was 
more successful than San Felipe. This 
time, the Spanish did a better job of 
farming the land and providing food 
for everyone. Many families lived in 
San Marcos. The community even 
had a church and a tavern. Just when 
things seemed to be going well, other 
Spanish settlers in Florida needed 
their help. All of the settlers were told 
to leave Fort San Marcos and join a 
different fort in Florida. The French 
and Spanish never settled South 
Carolina. What country do you think 
eventually did settle South Carolina? 

Are We 
There Yet?

Trade
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At night, the explorers to South Carolina slept under the 
dark sky. Maybe in the night they saw a fl icker of light moving 
around them. If they looked closely, they may have seen a 
little bug fl ying around, lighting up the end of its body. We call 
these bugs fi refl ies. Actually, they are beetles that are found 
all over our state. Firefl ies light up like a fl ashlight. So how do 
they do that? The light is made from chemicals in the fi refl y’s 
body. The real mystery is how they turn the light on and off. 
Scientists are not sure how they do it! Go looking for fi refl ies 
around ponds or streams or near the forest fl oor. They should 
be easy to spot because they don’t 
fl y very fast. If you fi nd 
one, just watch from 
a distance instead 
of trying to 
capture it. 
Good citizens 
never disturb 
the natural 
environment!

You are a South Carolina American Indian 
greeting Spanish explorers. They do not speak your 
language, but you are curious about their ship. So, 
you step aboard to look around. Suddenly, it pushes 
off to sea. You are trapped and will become a slave 
in a foreign land.

The Spanish captured many South Carolina 
American Indians to work as slaves. One man led a 
different life than most American Indian slaves. 
The Spanish named him Francisco de Chicora. 
Francisco learned the Spanish language and was 
taken to Spain. There he spoke with dignity, or 
pride, about his tribe and beautiful homeland to 
kings, queens and others. After hearing Francisco’s 
descriptions of South Carolina, many people wanted 
to visit the New World. Francisco returned to South 
Carolina as a guide for the next Spanish explorers. 
He wanted to rejoin his tribe, so he ran away from 
the Spanish when they reached land. Francisco, a 
great South Carolinian, is famous for telling stories 
of his tribe and homeland with dignity.

An explorer arrives in a busy American Indian 
village. An American Indian chief greets the 
explorer and his men. She puts pearls around 
their necks to welcome them. . . .

In 1540, the explorer 
Hernando De Soto discovered 
the American Indian village 
Cofi tachequi during his travels 
through our state. The village 
was a major trading center 
for the American Indians in the 
coastal plain. American Indians 
brought to Cofi tachequi their 
crops (corn, beans and squash) 
and their crafts (baskets and 
feather work). They traded 
these goods for other things 
they wanted. The American 
Indians did not use money, so 
they made exchanges for things 
they needed and wanted. Today, 
you make trades all the time. 
Have you ever traded a 
snack from your lunchbox 
for a friend’s snack? Using 
money is another way to 
trade. When you buy your 
lunch at school, you are 
trading your money in for a 
lunch. The American Indians 
in Cofi tachequi traded every 
day just as you do today. It’s 
all a part of economics!

Trade
So why did the Spanish and French want to explore and settle South Carolina? Why weren’t they happy in their own countries? Well, these Europeans 
thought they could fi nd riches such as gold, silver and other treasures in the New World (the unexplored North America). They thought that, by 
settling the new land, they could claim land for their home country and make it more powerful. The Europeans called this idea “for king and for 
country.” Another reason Europeans explored the New World was to capture South Carolina American Indians to use as slaves in other countries. 
Although the French and Spanish explorers were not successful here, they are an important part of our history that is often forgotten. Let’s get started 
learning about their time spent in South Carolina!

American Indians used to exchange 
baskets and other goods for the things 
they needed.

Dignity

1. The Spanish Try It
Why did the fi rst Spanish explorers come to 
South Carolina? They were actually looking for 

slaves! They tricked American 
Indians into boarding their 

ships and then sailed them to 
the Caribbean Islands to 

work in fi elds. But the 
Spanish wanted more 

than just slaves. They 
wanted a 

lasting settlement, too.  In 1526, a man named 
Lucas Vasquez de Ayllon led 600 men on 
a boat to the South Carolina coast. These 
men built a settlement called San Miguel de 
Guadalupe, but it did not even last one year. 
Many of the men, including 
Ayllon, got sick and died 
because the settlement 
was located near 
unhealthy swamps. 
When the remaining 
settlers ran out of 
food, they left 

South Carolina. On the voyage home, some 
of the men froze to death. Only 150 men of 
the original 600 made it back home. The fi rst 
Spanish settlement was a complete failure! 

2. The French Take a Turn
Spain and France were in a race to see who 
could settle the New World fi rst. They both 
wanted to own the new land. The French 
decided to settle South Carolina after the 
Spanish failed. In 1562, Jean Ribault led 
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ACROSS
2. first Spanish settlement in South Carolina
5. the first people to travel through an area of 

land
6. pride in yourself
8. the reason Spanish explorers first came to 

South Carolina
DOWN
1. The French got so hungry that they ate their 

_____.
3. the unexplored North America
4. people trying to create a lasting community in 

a new land
7. an exchange for things that you need or want

Pretend you are a Spanish or French settler 
in South Carolina. Tell about your adventures. 
Do you like living in the New World, or do you 

want to go home? What problems have 
you faced? Have you met the local 

American Indians?

South Carolina Discovered

Exploration Timeline

Timeline Questions

1.  In what year did De Soto explore South Carolina? ____________________________________________

2.  How many years did settlers live in Charlesfort? _____________________________________________

3.  Did Fort San Felipe or Fort San Marcos last longer? __________________________________________

4.  Who was the fi rst explorer in South Carolina? _______________________________________________

Have you ever had a bad day when you just 
couldn’t seem to do anything right? Well, that 

describes the adventures of the Spanish and French 
people who first arrived in South Carolina. The 
Spanish and French wanted to settle South Carolina, 
but they weren’t very good at it. Everything seemed to 
go wrong. Many of the explorers, or the first people 
to travel through the land, got sick and died. Those 
who tried to create a lasting community, or group of 
settlers, had trouble growing crops, ran out of food 
and fought with the American Indians. Both the 
explorers and settlers struggled to survive. 

So what did South Carolina look like 
many, many years ago when explorers 
saw it for the first time? Along the 
coast, where the explorers arrived, 
the land was very swampy and full 
of bugs. The weather was often hot 
and sticky. This made it hard for 
settlers to survive. However, when 

explorers traveled into the middle of South Carolina, 
they saw a land that was completely different from 
the coast. There were beautiful trees, flowing rivers 
and rich soils. Many explorers thought the middle of 
South Carolina would be a wonderful place to grow 

crops. But as you will see, the 
early settlers and explorers did 
not stay in South Carolina long 
enough to find out. Let’s see 
what happened!

 1526    1540    1562    1566    1576
Lucas Vasquez de Ayllon, 
a Spanish explorer, is the 

fi rst to explore South 
Carolina. He and his men 
build a settlement called 
San Miguel de Guadalupe, 

but it did not last even 
one year.  

Hernando De Soto arrives 
in South Carolina

Frenchman Jean Ribault 
and his men settle present-
day Parris Island and build a 
fort named Charlesfort. The 
settlers run out of supplies 

and return to France a 
year later.

The Spanish try again to 
settle North Carolina and 

build Fort San Felipe in the 
same place as Charlesfort. 

Things go well for 10 
years, but didn’t treat the 
American Indians well. The 
American Indians burned 
the fort to the ground.

The Spanish try yet again to 
settle South Carolina. They 

build Fort San Marcos, 
which is more successful 

than Fort San Felipe. 
However, the settlers 
eventually leave and go 
to Florida to help other 

Spanish settlers.

Discovering
Our Land

ACROSS
2. first Spanish settlement in South Carolina
5. the first people to travel through an area of 

land
6. pride in yourself
8. the reason Spanish explorers first came to 

South Carolina
DOWN
1. The French got so hungry that they ate their 

_____.
3. the unexplored North America
4. people trying to create a lasting community in 

a new land
7. an exchange for things that you need or want
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As you read this week’s lesson, circle or highlight all 
proper nouns with any color pen or highlighter. This 
will help you fi nd some of the crossword answers and 
get ready for this week’s test.

As you read this week’s cover story, circle or highlight all of the adjectives 
in yellow and all of the adverbs in green. (CC ELA L.3.1)

Could a city the size of New York City be 
destroyed by a drought? Many scientists 

believe that’s what happened to a city called Angkor 
in what is now Cambodia. Angkor was the capital 
city of an empire that stretched from Myanmar 
(Burma) to Vietnam. This city of about 750,000 
people lasted 600 years, from the ninth to the 
fi fteenth century. 

The Angkor area doesn’t have the kind of 
summers and winters that many U.S. cities do. It has 
drought for about six months, and a rainy season for 
six months. Angkor had a complicated network of 
canals, reservoirs and dams to catch water during 

the rainy season so it could be used during droughts. 
The system worked well for almost 600 years. 

Recently, scientists studied tree rings from 
900-year-old trees near Angkor. The rings showed 
that year after year the droughts and the rains got 
more severe. Here’s what scientists think may 
have happened: The reservoirs went completely 
dry during the drought seasons and the canals 
were badly damaged. The people of Angkor could 
no longer control one of their most important 
resources, water. Without water their civilization 
collapsed.

Isn’t it amazing what you can learn from a tree?

Tree Rings Tell an Ancient Story
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Have you heard the news? It’s 1680, and a new colony named 
Carolina has begun in the New 

World. You can join the next group of 
settlers moving there. It’s a wonderful 
place to live! Some even call it a paradise. 
The settlement lies on a beautiful harbor, or 
an area along the coast where ships can dock. 
This harbor is often packed with ships bringing 
new supplies and food. What’s the best thing 
about Carolina? The land—and there is a 
LOT of it! If you are younger than 16 
years, you get 100 acres of land. 
If you are older than 16, you 
get 150 acres. Just imagine—
all of that land is yours free! 
Here in England, land is hard to come 
by, and it is not free. What a difference 
in the New World! 

Let’s talk about religion. Are you Lutheran, 
Quaker or Jewish? It doesn’t matter in Carolina 
because every religion is welcome. You can’t 
get that kind of freedom many places in the 
1600s. It’s all waiting for you in Carolina.

Sign up right here…. Wait! Did you say you’re 
unsure about going? Well, there’s always a 
risk when you live in a new colony. The ship 
voyage over to the New World can be 
dangerous. Once you arrive, the American 
Indians can be tough to deal with, and 
some people catch strange diseases. Not to 
mention the natural disasters like hurricanes 
and earthquakes! Are you still not sure if you 
want to go? Read this week’s Studies Weekly to 
decide if Carolina is the place for you.
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ACROSS
3. eight men who settled 

Carolina after receiving 
the land as a gift from King 
Charles II

6. to send goods from one 
country to another

7. low, fl ooded areas

DOWN
1. an area along the coast where 

ships can dock
2. a beaver home made from 

logs, sticks and mud
4. a very large farm worked by 

slaves
5. to honor others and their way 

of life

Imagine that you are Dr. 
Henry Woodward and you live 
with the American Indians. 
Tell about how the American 

Indians’ way of life is 
different from your 
own. Then tell how 
you work with the 

colonists and the 
American Indians to help both groups.

The numbers on this line graph are 
rounded to tell you about how many 
people lived in South Carolina at 
different times.  

Use the line graph to answer the 
following questions.

1.  In what year on the graph did the 
most people live in South Carolina? 

___________________________ 

2.  If you add together the number of 
people in 1670 and 1680, is it greater 
than or less than the number of 
people in 1708? 

___________________________ 

3.  If this graph showed the year 
1740, do you think there would be 
more people or fewer people than 
shown in 1720?  

___________________________

Number of People Living in Colonial South Carolina

EXTRA! EXTRA! 
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ave you heard the news? It’s 1680, and a new colony named ave you heard the news? It’s 1680, and a new colony named 
Carolina has begun in the New 

World. You can join the next group of 
settlers moving there. It’s a wonderful 
place to live! Some even call it a paradise. 
The settlement lies on a beautiful harbor, or 
an area along the coast where ships can dock. 
This harbor is often packed with ships bringing 
new supplies and food. What’s the best thing 
about Carolina? The land—and there is a 
LOT of it! If you are younger than 16 
years, you get 100 acres of land. 
If you are older than 16, you 
get 150 acres. Just imagine—
all of that land is yours free! 
Here in England, land is hard to come 
by, and it is not free. What a difference 
in the New World! 

Let’s talk about religion. Are you Lutheran, 
Quaker or Jewish? It doesn’t matter in Carolina 
because every religion is welcome. You can’t 
get that kind of freedom many places in the 
1600s. It’s all waiting for you in Carolina.

Sign up right here…. Wait! Did you say you’re 
unsure about going? Well, there’s always a 
risk when you live in a new colony. The ship 
voyage over to the New World can be 
dangerous. Once you arrive, the American 
Indians can be tough to deal with, and 
some people catch strange diseases. Not to 
mention the natural disasters like hurricanes 
and earthquakes! Are you still not sure if you 
want to go? Read this week’s Studies Weekly to 
decide if Carolina is the place for you.

EXTRA! EXTRA! 
Settlement in
South Carolina
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As you read this week’s lesson, circle or highlight all 
proper nouns with any color pen or highlighter. This 
will help you fi nd some of the crossword answers and 
get ready for this week’s test.

Choose one article from this week’s magazine and read 
it again. Circle or highlight the main idea of the article 
in yellow. Circle or highlight three key details in green. 
(CC ELA RI.3.2) 

During presidential elections you will hear people 
talking about caucuses, primaries and conventions. 
What are they talking about? It’s all about which 
candidate from each political party will be picked to 
run as the offi cial candidate of their party. 

A caucus is a community event where people 
talk about who will be their party’s candidate for 
president. Each person at the caucus gets to vote for a 
delegate to go to their party’s convention. They vote 
for delegates who support the presidential candidate 
they want to be the offi cial candidate in the election 
in November. Usually, only people who are registered 
members of a party can attend a caucus and vote for 
delegates. Today, 10 states hold caucuses. In most 
states that hold caucuses, the majority of delegates 
they choose support the same candidate, but the 
delegates sometimes are divided between two or 

more candidates. That can make the convention 
pretty interesting!

Most states hold primary elections instead of 
caucuses. In a primary election, people who are 
registered to vote can cast a vote for the person they 
want to be the next president. Delegates who go to 
the election will vote for a candidate based on the 
results of the primary. Primaries can be open or closed. 
In an open primary anyone can vote for a candidate 
from any party. In a closed primary, only registered 
members of each party can vote for a candidate from 
that party.

A few months before the election, each party holds 
a convention to nominate the person who will be their 
candidate for president. Delegates from caucus states 
and primary states get together to nominate the offi cial 
candidate for their party. You can watch the republican 

and democratic conventions on TV. The voting is 
usually a voice vote, so if you watch, you can see the 
delegates from your state cast their votes. Will your 
state’s delegates vote your favorite candidate? Tune in 
to the conventions later this year to fi nd out!

Teachers: This is a Studies Weekly/History News 
Network Spotlight article. Find a link to background 
information, lesson plans and more at www.
studiesweekly.com/currentevents/

How do Political Parties Choose a Presidential Candidate?  
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(CC ELA RI.3.2) 

If you’d like to 
make any editorial 
comments about our 
paper, please write 

to us at 
feedback@

studiesweekly.com.



Put on your thinking caps because it’s time to fi gure 
out this week’s Mystery Region. Let’s take an imaginary 
helicopter ride over the mystery region to gather some 

clues. After you fi nish reading this article, 
use your detective skills to decide which 
region we visited.

Here we go! We are fl ying over a region 
in South Carolina. Look at those rivers 

moving slowly across the land. This 
tells us that the land in this region 
is very fl at. Hmmm. Let’s observe 

the trees. It’s October, 
but we don’t see any 
fall leaves of red, 
orange or yellow. 
All of the trees still 

look green. Wait! 
There is something 

unusual! Look at those oval-
shaped dips in the ground. 
They are all over the place. Some 
of these dips have water in them, 
making them look like little swamps. 
Do you remember what they are called? 
Here is our biggest clue just ahead: the 
ocean! The blue-green water crashes 
along the coastline, leaving behind rows of 
white foam. Along the coastline, there are many different 
islands. These islands protect the coast from wind and 
storms. When hurricanes hit South Carolina, they can be a 
lifesaver. What are these islands called? 

Do you see all of those birds? There are so many 
different kinds covered with blue, red, brown and black 
feathers. But there are many other animals down there, 
too. Watch for snakes, alligators and other wildlife. This 
may be a wildlife refuge! 

Many people visit the wildlife refuges in this region. 
Have you fi gured it out? What is this mystery region?

Mystery Region

The Lords 
Proprietors

FINALLY—A Lasting 
Settlement!

The French and Spanish tried to settle 
South Carolina, but they failed miserably. 
After that, England sent their explorers 
to the New World. When these explorers 
returned, England’s king, King Charles 
II, declared the land belonged to England 
(although no one from England was 
living there yet). King Charles II gave the 
land to eight of his closest friends. These 
men, called the Lords Proprietors, led the 
settlement of this new land. They named 
the land Carolina after the king. (Another 
word for “Charles” is “Carolus.”) 

The Proprietors gathered a group of 
people to settle the New World. They 
promised the settlers free land, freedom 
of religion and even a voice in creating 
the settlement’s laws. The Proprietors 
sent three ships of settlers off from 
England in 1669. Only one ship, named 
the Carolina, arrived safely in what is 
now called South Carolina. These settlers 
built a fort and named the settlement 
Albemarle Point after one of the Lords 
Proprietors. This was the beginning of 
what we now call Charleston, the fi rst 
permanent settlement in South Carolina.

Are We Moving Already?
After the settlers started building 

homes at Albemarle Point, they began 
looking for a better place for their 
settlement. They decided to move across 
the Ashley River to a place called Oyster 
Point. This coastal area was called Oyster 
Point because there were many piles of 
broken oyster shells on the shore. 

So why did the settlers like Oyster 
Point? This area was easier to protect 
against enemies because there were rivers 
on both sides of the settlement. The 
settlers thought the harbor would make 
a good port for ships bringing supplies. 
In 1680, about 1,000 settlers moved to 
Oyster Point and called it Charles Town. 
Why do you think it was called Charles 
Town? Have you visited Charles Town? 
(Today, it’s spelled Charleston.) Charles 
Town was one of the fi rst planned cities 
in our entire country. The settlers made 
the streets wide and evenly spaced. 
At Albemarle Point, the houses were 
scattered throughout the settlement. But 
thanks to the streets at Oyster Point, the 
new homes were in neat rows. You can 
still see the even roads of downtown 
Charleston today.

Carolina: A Paradise?
Was everything perfect in Carolina? 

No! The years 1698–1699 were rough. In 
that time, a disease killed 300 people, a 
fi re destroyed one-third of the city, a strong 
hurricane hit, and an earthquake rocked 
the town. Talk about a tough couple of 
years! But generally, the Carolina colony 
did very well. The Lords Proprietors were 
always looking for new settlers to join the 
settlement. It must have worked because 
just 20 years after Charles Town began, it 
was the fi fth largest city in the colonies.

Carolina: A Lot Like 
Barbados

What does Barbados have to do with 

South Carolina? Actually, a lot! Barbados 
was a small, overcrowded island in the 
Caribbean when Carolina was settled. 
Many Barbadians joined the settlers in 
the new colony to get land not available 
on their island. These people shaped the 
culture of Carolina in many ways. 

Back in Barbados, there were many 
large sugar plantations, or very large farms 
worked by slaves. When the Barbadian 
planters moved to Charles Town, they 
brought their slaves with them. Virginia, 

Crunch! Crunch! If you are near a South Carolina pond in the 
evening, you may see a beaver munching on a log. Beavers are unique 
animals found around ponds, lakes, rivers and streams. These 
animals were over-hunted during settlement times by fur traders. 
Because of this, the number of beavers decreased during colonial 
times. Today, the beavers are back and can be found all over 
South Carolina. 

Have you ever seen a beaver lodge? It looks like a big pile of 
sticks and mud. The beaver builds the lodge to use 

as its home. The lodges can be both bad and good 
for the environment. Sometimes, they block 

fi sh that are trying to travel upstream. The 
fl ow of a river can be clogged by the 

lodge, which causes the river to fl ood 
the surrounding land. Sometimes, 

however, the fl ooding can create 
new wetlands, or low fl ooded 
areas. Wetlands are home to 
many special animals and plants. 
In this way, the beaver helps 

our environment.

Beaver
Respect

Georgia and other 
Southern states did 
not have slaves at 
the beginning of 
their settlements like 
Carolina. Plantations 
became a big part of 
Carolina’s farm life 

because the Barbadian planters 
started new plantations. 

The Barbadians were 
also famous for being fun 
loving and a little wild. The 

Barbadians helped make 
Charles Town a lively city 
where many people stayed 
out late at night. How do you 
think Charles Town would 
have been different without 
the Barbadians?

What do you 
think it would be like to live with American Indians 
in South Carolina? Ask Dr. Henry Woodward because 
he did just that in the 1600s. Henry was sent with a 
group from England to explore South Carolina. When 
the other explorers left to go home, Henry chose to 
stay behind and live with the American Indians. The 
American Indians did not like many of the explorers 
that came to South Carolina, but Henry was different. 
He treated the American Indians with respect by 
honoring them and their way of life. 

Although American Indian life must have seemed 
strange to Henry, he did not try to change them. 
Instead, he learned new and interesting things that 
the American Indians taught him, including their 
language. When England built Charles Town, Henry 
solved problems between the American Indians 
and the settlers. By talking and compromising with 
both groups, Henry prevented many arguments and 
encouraged them to trade with each other. Dr. Henry 
Woodward is remembered for his respect toward the 
South Carolina American Indians.

Watch out for snakes and other 
wildlife in this region.
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Exports
You know the colonists and American Indians 

traded with each other, but what did they 
trade? The answer is furs. The American 
Indians traded beaver, deer, bear and other 
animal furs to the settlers. The colonists did not 
need the furs themselves, but people in England 
wanted them. The colonists exported furs from 
the New World to England. Exporting is sending 
goods from one country to another. It is used 
when one country has a good that another 
country needs. England did not have a wilderness 
full of wild animals to hunt for furs, so they 
bought ones that the colonists sent. These furs 
were sent on ships from the port in Charles 
Town.

Today, Charleston is still a large exporting 
center. Many ships carry goods from South 
Carolina to countries all over the world. If you 
visit Charleston, you can see many large ships in 
the port loading and exporting these goods.



Put on your thinking caps because it’s time to fi gure 
out this week’s Mystery Region. Let’s take an imaginary 
helicopter ride over the mystery region to gather some 

clues. After you fi nish reading this article, 
use your detective skills to decide which 
region we visited.

Here we go! We are fl ying over a region 
in South Carolina. Look at those rivers 

moving slowly across the land. This 
tells us that the land in this region 
is very fl at. Hmmm. Let’s observe 

the trees. It’s October, 
but we don’t see any 
fall leaves of red, 
orange or yellow. 
All of the trees still 

look green. Wait! 
There is something 

unusual! Look at those oval-
shaped dips in the ground. 
They are all over the place. Some 
of these dips have water in them, 
making them look like little swamps. 
Do you remember what they are called? 
Here is our biggest clue just ahead: the 
ocean! The blue-green water crashes 
along the coastline, leaving behind rows of 
white foam. Along the coastline, there are many different 
islands. These islands protect the coast from wind and 
storms. When hurricanes hit South Carolina, they can be a 
lifesaver. What are these islands called? 

Do you see all of those birds? There are so many 
different kinds covered with blue, red, brown and black 
feathers. But there are many other animals down there, 
too. Watch for snakes, alligators and other wildlife. This 
may be a wildlife refuge! 

Many people visit the wildlife refuges in this region. 
Have you fi gured it out? What is this mystery region?

Mystery Region

The Lords 
Proprietors

FINALLY—A Lasting 
Settlement!

The French and Spanish tried to settle 
South Carolina, but they failed miserably. 
After that, England sent their explorers 
to the New World. When these explorers 
returned, England’s king, King Charles 
II, declared the land belonged to England 
(although no one from England was 
living there yet). King Charles II gave the 
land to eight of his closest friends. These 
men, called the Lords Proprietors, led the 
settlement of this new land. They named 
the land Carolina after the king. (Another 
word for “Charles” is “Carolus.”) 

The Proprietors gathered a group of 
people to settle the New World. They 
promised the settlers free land, freedom 
of religion and even a voice in creating 
the settlement’s laws. The Proprietors 
sent three ships of settlers off from 
England in 1669. Only one ship, named 
the Carolina, arrived safely in what is 
now called South Carolina. These settlers 
built a fort and named the settlement 
Albemarle Point after one of the Lords 
Proprietors. This was the beginning of 
what we now call Charleston, the fi rst 
permanent settlement in South Carolina.

Are We Moving Already?
After the settlers started building 

homes at Albemarle Point, they began 
looking for a better place for their 
settlement. They decided to move across 
the Ashley River to a place called Oyster 
Point. This coastal area was called Oyster 
Point because there were many piles of 
broken oyster shells on the shore. 

So why did the settlers like Oyster 
Point? This area was easier to protect 
against enemies because there were rivers 
on both sides of the settlement. The 
settlers thought the harbor would make 
a good port for ships bringing supplies. 
In 1680, about 1,000 settlers moved to 
Oyster Point and called it Charles Town. 
Why do you think it was called Charles 
Town? Have you visited Charles Town? 
(Today, it’s spelled Charleston.) Charles 
Town was one of the fi rst planned cities 
in our entire country. The settlers made 
the streets wide and evenly spaced. 
At Albemarle Point, the houses were 
scattered throughout the settlement. But 
thanks to the streets at Oyster Point, the 
new homes were in neat rows. You can 
still see the even roads of downtown 
Charleston today.

Carolina: A Paradise?
Was everything perfect in Carolina? 

No! The years 1698–1699 were rough. In 
that time, a disease killed 300 people, a 
fi re destroyed one-third of the city, a strong 
hurricane hit, and an earthquake rocked 
the town. Talk about a tough couple of 
years! But generally, the Carolina colony 
did very well. The Lords Proprietors were 
always looking for new settlers to join the 
settlement. It must have worked because 
just 20 years after Charles Town began, it 
was the fi fth largest city in the colonies.

Carolina: A Lot Like 
Barbados

What does Barbados have to do with 

South Carolina? Actually, a lot! Barbados 
was a small, overcrowded island in the 
Caribbean when Carolina was settled. 
Many Barbadians joined the settlers in 
the new colony to get land not available 
on their island. These people shaped the 
culture of Carolina in many ways. 

Back in Barbados, there were many 
large sugar plantations, or very large farms 
worked by slaves. When the Barbadian 
planters moved to Charles Town, they 
brought their slaves with them. Virginia, 

Crunch! Crunch! If you are near a South Carolina pond in the 
evening, you may see a beaver munching on a log. Beavers are unique 
animals found around ponds, lakes, rivers and streams. These 
animals were over-hunted during settlement times by fur traders. 
Because of this, the number of beavers decreased during colonial 
times. Today, the beavers are back and can be found all over 
South Carolina. 

Have you ever seen a beaver lodge? It looks like a big pile of 
sticks and mud. The beaver builds the lodge to use 

as its home. The lodges can be both bad and good 
for the environment. Sometimes, they block 

fi sh that are trying to travel upstream. The 
fl ow of a river can be clogged by the 

lodge, which causes the river to fl ood 
the surrounding land. Sometimes, 

however, the fl ooding can create 
new wetlands, or low fl ooded 
areas. Wetlands are home to 
many special animals and plants. 
In this way, the beaver helps 

our environment.

Beaver
Respect

Georgia and other 
Southern states did 
not have slaves at 
the beginning of 
their settlements like 
Carolina. Plantations 
became a big part of 
Carolina’s farm life 

because the Barbadian planters 
started new plantations. 

The Barbadians were 
also famous for being fun 
loving and a little wild. The 

Barbadians helped make 
Charles Town a lively city 
where many people stayed 
out late at night. How do you 
think Charles Town would 
have been different without 
the Barbadians?

What do you 
think it would be like to live with American Indians 
in South Carolina? Ask Dr. Henry Woodward because 
he did just that in the 1600s. Henry was sent with a 
group from England to explore South Carolina. When 
the other explorers left to go home, Henry chose to 
stay behind and live with the American Indians. The 
American Indians did not like many of the explorers 
that came to South Carolina, but Henry was different. 
He treated the American Indians with respect by 
honoring them and their way of life. 

Although American Indian life must have seemed 
strange to Henry, he did not try to change them. 
Instead, he learned new and interesting things that 
the American Indians taught him, including their 
language. When England built Charles Town, Henry 
solved problems between the American Indians 
and the settlers. By talking and compromising with 
both groups, Henry prevented many arguments and 
encouraged them to trade with each other. Dr. Henry 
Woodward is remembered for his respect toward the 
South Carolina American Indians.

Watch out for snakes and other 
wildlife in this region.
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Exports
You know the colonists and American Indians 

traded with each other, but what did they 
trade? The answer is furs. The American 
Indians traded beaver, deer, bear and other 
animal furs to the settlers. The colonists did not 
need the furs themselves, but people in England 
wanted them. The colonists exported furs from 
the New World to England. Exporting is sending 
goods from one country to another. It is used 
when one country has a good that another 
country needs. England did not have a wilderness 
full of wild animals to hunt for furs, so they 
bought ones that the colonists sent. These furs 
were sent on ships from the port in Charles 
Town.

Today, Charleston is still a large exporting 
center. Many ships carry goods from South 
Carolina to countries all over the world. If you 
visit Charleston, you can see many large ships in 
the port loading and exporting these goods.
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Have you heard the news? It’s 1680, and a new colony named 
Carolina has begun in the New 

World. You can join the next group of 
settlers moving there. It’s a wonderful 
place to live! Some even call it a paradise. 
The settlement lies on a beautiful harbor, or 
an area along the coast where ships can dock. 
This harbor is often packed with ships bringing 
new supplies and food. What’s the best thing 
about Carolina? The land—and there is a 
LOT of it! If you are younger than 16 
years, you get 100 acres of land. 
If you are older than 16, you 
get 150 acres. Just imagine—
all of that land is yours free! 
Here in England, land is hard to come 
by, and it is not free. What a difference 
in the New World! 

Let’s talk about religion. Are you Lutheran, 
Quaker or Jewish? It doesn’t matter in Carolina 
because every religion is welcome. You can’t 
get that kind of freedom many places in the 
1600s. It’s all waiting for you in Carolina.

Sign up right here…. Wait! Did you say you’re 
unsure about going? Well, there’s always a 
risk when you live in a new colony. The ship 
voyage over to the New World can be 
dangerous. Once you arrive, the American 
Indians can be tough to deal with, and 
some people catch strange diseases. Not to 
mention the natural disasters like hurricanes 
and earthquakes! Are you still not sure if you 
want to go? Read this week’s Studies Weekly to 
decide if Carolina is the place for you.
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ACROSS
3. eight men who settled 

Carolina after receiving 
the land as a gift from King 
Charles II

6. to send goods from one 
country to another

7. low, fl ooded areas

DOWN
1. an area along the coast where 

ships can dock
2. a beaver home made from 

logs, sticks and mud
4. a very large farm worked by 

slaves
5. to honor others and their way 

of life

Imagine that you are Dr. 
Henry Woodward and you live 
with the American Indians. 
Tell about how the American 

Indians’ way of life is 
different from your 
own. Then tell how 
you work with the 

colonists and the 
American Indians to help both groups.

The numbers on this line graph are 
rounded to tell you about how many 
people lived in South Carolina at 
different times.  

Use the line graph to answer the 
following questions.

1.  In what year on the graph did the 
most people live in South Carolina? 

___________________________ 

2.  If you add together the number of 
people in 1670 and 1680, is it greater 
than or less than the number of 
people in 1708? 

___________________________ 

3.  If this graph showed the year 
1740, do you think there would be 
more people or fewer people than 
shown in 1720?  

___________________________

Number of People Living in Colonial South Carolina

EXTRA! EXTRA! 
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ave you heard the news? It’s 1680, and a new colony named ave you heard the news? It’s 1680, and a new colony named 
Carolina has begun in the New 

World. You can join the next group of 
settlers moving there. It’s a wonderful 
place to live! Some even call it a paradise. 
The settlement lies on a beautiful harbor, or 
an area along the coast where ships can dock. 
This harbor is often packed with ships bringing 
new supplies and food. What’s the best thing 
about Carolina? The land—and there is a 
LOT of it! If you are younger than 16 
years, you get 100 acres of land. 
If you are older than 16, you 
get 150 acres. Just imagine—
all of that land is yours free! 
Here in England, land is hard to come 
by, and it is not free. What a difference 
in the New World! 

Let’s talk about religion. Are you Lutheran, 
Quaker or Jewish? It doesn’t matter in Carolina 
because every religion is welcome. You can’t 
get that kind of freedom many places in the 
1600s. It’s all waiting for you in Carolina.

Sign up right here…. Wait! Did you say you’re 
unsure about going? Well, there’s always a 
risk when you live in a new colony. The ship 
voyage over to the New World can be 
dangerous. Once you arrive, the American 
Indians can be tough to deal with, and 
some people catch strange diseases. Not to 
mention the natural disasters like hurricanes 
and earthquakes! Are you still not sure if you 
want to go? Read this week’s Studies Weekly to 
decide if Carolina is the place for you.

EXTRA! EXTRA! 
Settlement in
South Carolina
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As you read this week’s lesson, circle or highlight all 
proper nouns with any color pen or highlighter. This 
will help you fi nd some of the crossword answers and 
get ready for this week’s test.

Choose one article from this week’s magazine and read 
it again. Circle or highlight the main idea of the article 
in yellow. Circle or highlight three key details in green. 
(CC ELA RI.3.2) 

During presidential elections you will hear people 
talking about caucuses, primaries and conventions. 
What are they talking about? It’s all about which 
candidate from each political party will be picked to 
run as the offi cial candidate of their party. 

A caucus is a community event where people 
talk about who will be their party’s candidate for 
president. Each person at the caucus gets to vote for a 
delegate to go to their party’s convention. They vote 
for delegates who support the presidential candidate 
they want to be the offi cial candidate in the election 
in November. Usually, only people who are registered 
members of a party can attend a caucus and vote for 
delegates. Today, 10 states hold caucuses. In most 
states that hold caucuses, the majority of delegates 
they choose support the same candidate, but the 
delegates sometimes are divided between two or 

more candidates. That can make the convention 
pretty interesting!

Most states hold primary elections instead of 
caucuses. In a primary election, people who are 
registered to vote can cast a vote for the person they 
want to be the next president. Delegates who go to 
the election will vote for a candidate based on the 
results of the primary. Primaries can be open or closed. 
In an open primary anyone can vote for a candidate 
from any party. In a closed primary, only registered 
members of each party can vote for a candidate from 
that party.

A few months before the election, each party holds 
a convention to nominate the person who will be their 
candidate for president. Delegates from caucus states 
and primary states get together to nominate the offi cial 
candidate for their party. You can watch the republican 

and democratic conventions on TV. The voting is 
usually a voice vote, so if you watch, you can see the 
delegates from your state cast their votes. Will your 
state’s delegates vote your favorite candidate? Tune in 
to the conventions later this year to fi nd out!

Teachers: This is a Studies Weekly/History News 
Network Spotlight article. Find a link to background 
information, lesson plans and more at www.
studiesweekly.com/currentevents/

How do Political Parties Choose a Presidential Candidate?  

SMART 
PHONE 
ACCESS

(CC ELA RI.3.2) 

If you’d like to 
make any editorial 
comments about our 
paper, please write 

to us at 
feedback@

studiesweekly.com.



Aarrrgh! Ahoy, me maties! Set the sails, ready the rigging, 
pull your pistols, man the cannons and seize your sabers 

(swords with curved blades)! Weigh anchor, me cutthroat 
crew, as we take a historic voyage in another edition of South 
Carolina Studies Weekly! 

Welcome aboard our pirate ship! Want to hear about the 
real adventures of a pirate? A pirate’s life is dangerous and 
risky, but it is also fi lled with excitement. We pirates survive 
by stealing cargo, or goods aboard ships, that travel along the 
coast of the Carolinas. To trick other ships into thinking we are 
friendly, we fl y their country’s fl ag. Then they trust 
us to sail close beside them. At the last minute, we 
raise our pirate fl ag and attack their ships. We steal 
all of their cargo and call it our booty. The booty is 
divided between the pirate and the crew. 

So how did we become pirates? Some of us 
started as privateers, or people hired by a country to 
take over enemy ships during war times. When the wars 
were over, we kept stealing from ships although we did 
not have permission from a country. Others of us 
were just bored with our lives at home and decided 
to take to the seas for excitement. Stealing from 
others is wrong, so we pay a big price when we are 
captured. Death is many times the punishment 
for our crimes. As you read about our lives 
in this week’s Studies Weekly, you will 
see that an honest life is always 
better than the life of a pirate. 
Anchors away!

 WEEK 5

A weekly magazine for young students of South Carolina History
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Want to see one of the most important 
buildings in the United States? You need to 

visit Charleston’s Old Exchange building. 
This building’s history goes back to the 
time of the pirates. 

The site of the Old Exchange was once 
a jail that held the famous pirate Stede 
Bonnet and his crew. Stede was kept in this 
jail until his death. (Read more about Stede 
in the lesson.) 

After the old jail was torn down, the 
Old Exchange was built. Many famous 
people throughout history visited the Old 
Exchange, including George Washington. In 
addition, many events you will learn about 

in this year’s Studies Weekly happened at 
the Old Exchange. 

The Declaration of Independence was 
read from its balcony. South Carolina 
passed the U.S. Constitution in the 
building’s Great Hall. 

Amazingly, the Old Exchange was 
built in 1771 and is still standing today. If 
you can’t get to Charleston to see the Old 
Exchange in person, you can take a virtual 
tour at www.knowitall.org//sites/letsgo/
lgoe/oe_home.html. You can also learn 
more at www.oldexchange.com. 

The Old Exchange

ACROSS
2. this man surprised everyone when he became a 

pirate
5. following all of the rules or laws of a 

community
6. Life on a pirate ship was often ______.
8. people hired by a country to take over enemy 

ships during war times

DOWN
1. goods aboard a ship
3. Edward Teach’s nickname
4. famous female pirate
7. bringing in goods from another place

If you were to join a pirate, 
would you join Blackbeard, 
Anne Bonny or Stede Bonnet? 
Why? What do you think 

your adventures would be 
like? Make sure you 

include information 
about these pirates 
in your story.

The Old Exchange is one of the most historically 
signifi cant buildings in the country. 

WEEK 5Vol. 12  Issue 1
First Quarter  

Pirates Invade!
Pirates

As you read this week’s lesson, circle or highlight all 
proper nouns with any color pen or highlighter. This 
will help you fi nd some of the crossword answers and 
get ready for this week’s test.

A� er you read this week’s lesson, write three questions 
about the article on a piece of paper and trade 
questions with a friend. Circle or highlight the answers 
in the lesson. (CC ELA RI.3.1) 

SMART 
PHONE 
ACCESS

If you’d like to make any editorial comments about our paper, 
please write to us at 

feedback@studiesweekly.com.

Clarity of Expression: 
Henry Hudson 

Henry Hudson was an English sea captain and explorer who 
started off as a failure. He sailed on two voyages for England to find a 
northeast water route to the rich spice trade in Asia. But both times the 
icy northern seas blocked his way. He had to return home defeated. 

Sounds like the end of his career, right? It wasn’t. Hudson next 
convinced the Dutch East India Company to hire him for exactly the 
same expedition. In 1609 Hudson and his crew sailed west across the 
Atlantic. He reached the New World, landing on the island we know 
today as Manhattan. He sailed inland up a wide river and explored the 
surrounding valley.

It wasn’t a passage to Asia. But Hudson’s explorations allowed 
the Dutch to claim the land and build a fur trading post there in 1614, 
before the Pilgrims arrived. A Dutch settlement called New Netherland 
soon followed.

Unfortunately, Hudson’s last voyage ended in mutiny. He refused 
his crew’s demands to return home, so the sailors took over the ship, 
setting Hudson adrift in a small boat. His fate is unknown, but his 

legacy is Hudson Bay, Hudson River, Hudson Valley and the Dutch 
settlement that became New York City.

Henry Hudson must have had excellent clarity of expression. He 
had to be able to explain clearly to the Dutch that his experience and 
determination made him the best man for the job, even though he was 
an Englishman and not a Dutchman. 

Think about a time that you wanted to convince your parents or 
teachers to let you try something new. Did you beg and plead? Or did 
you give them a clear explanation of your reasons? Which way do you 
think works better?

SMARTPHONE 
ACCESS

Henry Hudson and his ship the “Half Moon”



          South Carolina

Here’s an easy question. What kind 
of geography do you think covers the 
Sandhills region? That’s right—sandy 
hills! We usually see sand at the 
beach, so you may wonder why there 

is sand in the middle of the state. 
Actually, a long, long time ago, the 
ocean covered half of South Carolina, 
and the Sandhills were the coastline, 
or beach. Scientists know this 
because many shell and sea animal 
fossils have been found there. If you 
live in the Sandhills, you know the 
ground is white and sandy just like at 
the beach. 

Not many plants like to grow in 
sandy soil, so this region is like a 
desert in some ways. You will mostly 
see grasses growing on the ground 
and maybe even a prickly-pear cactus. 
One special tree that grows well in 
the Sandhills is the longleaf pine 
tree. This tree is tough and strong 
enough to survive in the weak, sandy 
soil. In past years, many longleaf pine 

trees have 
been cut 
down. South 
Carolinians are 
trying to protect 
this tree. If you 
travel to the Carolina 
Sandhills Wildlife Refuge near 
McBee, South Carolina, you will fi nd 
a large forest full of longleaf pines 
that no one is allowed to cut down or 
damage in any way. It is important 
for us to protect these trees because 
they are a habitat for animals such as 
the red cockaded woodpecker. This 
woodpecker is on the endangered 
species list, but you may be lucky 
enough to catch a glimpse of one 
if you visit the Carolina Sandhills 
Wildlife Refuge.

Sandhills Geography

Pirates 
The Real Life of a Pirate

The real life of a pirate may surprise you. Life 
on a pirate ship was often boring. That’s right—
boring! In between the exciting moments, pirates 
spent a lot of time watching and waiting for the 
next ship to attack. The pirates liked to have a 
large crew protecting the booty, so the ships were 
always crowded. The tight space caused sickness 
to spread quickly to others on board. Also, food 

and supplies were often scarce. Pirates were 
always hiding, so they couldn’t risk being caught 
on shore buying food. Meals were mostly hard, 
dry biscuits because they had nothing else on 
board. And forget having fresh water. No one can 
drink salty seawater! Read on to fi nd out about 
the real lives of two pirates who robbed ships off 
the South Carolina coast.

A Surprising Pirate
You’re not going to believe this, but 

here goes: There were women pirates, 
too. It’s true! One of the most famous 
female pirates, Anne Bonny, was from 
Charles Town. She grew up with her 
wealthy father on a big plantation. Anne 
did not like living on the plantation 
because she was too adventurous for 
what she called a boring life. When 
her father wanted her to marry 
someone she did not like, she ran 
away and became a pirate. 
She even decided to 

marry a pirate! 
The only problem was that women were not 

allowed on pirate ships. How do you think she 
solved this problem? She dressed up like a boy, 
and no one knew the difference. After many 
adventures taking ships and stealing their goods, 
she was captured. After a trial, she was sent back 
to live with her father on the plantation. She went 
back to her former life, never to be a pirate again.

Blackbeard: The Pirate 
Most Feared

The most famous pirate of them all was 
Blackbeard. His real name was Edward Teach, 

but he earned the name 
Blackbeard because 

Imagine a pirate standing on the deck of his 
ship as he hears the high-pitched squawk of a 
white and gray bird. Have you seen these birds at 
the beach? These “sea gulls” are really called ring-
billed gulls. Usually, this bird is seen looking for 
food. The ring-billed gull is a carnivore, meaning 
it only eats meat. This bird’s favorite meal is 
fi sh, but it also eats earthworms and insects. If 
you’re at the beach, keep a close watch on your 
picnic lunch. Ring-billed gulls love to eat food left 
behind by humans. In this way, they help to clean 
up the beach. Many times, you will see the ring-
billed gull easily walking on 
wet sand as it looks for 
food. How do they do that 
without sinking in the sand? 
These birds have webbed 
feet, so they 
have no problem 
walking around 
the beach.

Ring-Billed Gull
Law Abiding
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of his long, black beard. To make 
himself look scary, he lit ropes on 
fi re and put them under his hat. From 
the front, it looked as if his entire, 
terrifying head was covered with a 
mysterious smoke. 

In 1718, he put a real scare into the 
folks of Charles Town. He captured 
eight ships in the harbor and kept 
all the people aboard hostage. These 
captured ships blocked any other 
ships from leaving or arriving in 
the Charles Town harbor. So what 
did Blackbeard want? He told the 
offi cials in Charles Town to bring 
him a trunk of medicines or else he 
would kill the hostages and attack the 
city. It is believed that he needed the 
supplies to treat his wounded and sick 
crew. People in Charles Town were 
shocked. They fulfi lled Blackbeard’s 
commands, and the passengers were 
set free. “Blackbeard’s Blockade 
of Charleston” is remembered as 
Blackbeard’s craziest adventure.

The Gentlemen’s 
Pirate

No one ever expected Stede 
Bonnet to become a pirate. Stede 
was a successful sugar plantation 
owner in Barbados. Everyone liked 
him, and he made a lot of money in 
his work. One day, out of nowhere, 
he bought a ship and became a 
pirate. None of his friends could 
believe it. He was not like most 
pirates. He dressed too fancily, and 
he even got seasick on the boat. 

Things became more adventurous 
for Stede after he met and joined 
Blackbeard. Stede was actually on 
Blackbeard’s ship that blocked the 
Charles Town harbor. After that, 
South Carolina’s governor wanted to 
capture him. The governor sent an 
army offi cial to fi nd him. Stede was 
captured and taken to Charles Town. 
He must have been smart because he 

escaped from jail dressed as 
a woman! Eventually, 
he was recaptured 
and killed in Charles 

Town as an example to 
other pirates. It worked. 

After that, 
most pirates 
stayed 
away from 
the South 
Carolina 
coast.
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Not many plants like to grow in sandy soil, 
but the longleaf pine grows well in the 
Sandhillls regions.

Imports
“Look! Up ahead! There’s a ship bringing 

goods to Charles Town. Attack!”
Pirates threatened the ships that brought 

goods to the Charles Town harbor. The ships were 
importing when they brought goods from another 
country. The Carolina colony did not have all the 
supplies they needed, so they had to buy some goods 
from other countries. For example, sugar did not 
grow very well in South Carolina, but it was grown in 
large amounts in Barbados. South Carolina imported 
the sugar they wanted from Barbados. In order to 
build new things in the colony, the colonists also 
imported building supplies from England. 

The Charleston harbor was a major importing 
and exporting port during colonial times, and it still 
is today. Importing and exporting are important 
because no single country grows, makes or 
creates all the goods it needs and wants. 
Goods are shipped all over the world 
every day. 

Imports
“Look! Up ahead! There’s a ship bringing 

goods to Charles Town. Attack!”
Pirates threatened the ships that brought 

goods to the Charles Town harbor. The ships were 
importing when they brought goods from another 
country. The Carolina colony did not have all the 
supplies they needed, so they had to buy some goods 
from other countries. For example, sugar did not 
grow very well in South Carolina, but it was grown in 
large amounts in Barbados. South Carolina imported 
the sugar they wanted from Barbados. In order to 
build new things in the colony, the colonists also 
imported building supplies from England. 

The Charleston harbor was a major importing 
and exporting port during colonial times, and it still 
is today. Importing and exporting are important 
because no single country grows, makes or 
creates all the goods it needs and wants. creates all the goods it needs and wants. 
Goods are shipped all over the world 
every day. 

always crowded. The tight space caused sickness 
to spread quickly to others on board. Also, food 

the South Carolina coast.

A Surprising Pirate
You’re not going to believe this, but 

here goes: There were women pirates, 
too. It’s true! One of the most famous 
female pirates, Anne Bonny, was from 
Charles Town. She grew up with her 
wealthy father on a big plantation. Anne 
did not like living on the plantation 
because she was too adventurous for 
what she called a boring life. When 
her father wanted her to marry 
someone she did not like, she ran 
away and became a pirate. 
She even decided to 

to live with her father on the plantation. She went 
back to her former life, never to be a pirate again.

Blackbeard: The Pirate 
Most Feared

The most famous pirate of them all was 
Blackbeard. His real name was Edward Teach, 

but he earned the name 
Blackbeard because 

would kill the hostages and attack the 
city. It is believed that he needed the 
supplies to treat his wounded and sick 
crew. People in Charles Town were 
shocked. They fulfi lled Blackbeard’s 
commands, and the passengers were 
set free. “Blackbeard’s Blockade 
of Charleston” is remembered as 
Blackbeard’s craziest adventure.

Blackbeard. Stede was actually on 
Blackbeard’s ship that blocked the 
Charles Town harbor. After that, 
South Carolina’s governor wanted to 
capture him. The governor sent an 
army offi cial to fi nd him. Stede was 
captured and taken to Charles Town. 
He must have been smart because he 

escaped from jail dressed as 
a woman! Eventually, 
he was recaptured 
and killed in Charles 

Town as an example to 
other pirates. It worked. 

After that, 
most pirates 
stayed 
away from 
the South 
Carolina 
coast.

“Governor Johnson, Blackbeard wants medical supplies, or else he says 
he’ll attack Charles Town and kill the hostages! What should we do?”

South Carolina Governor Robert Johnson gave Blackbeard the supplies 
in order to free the hostages and save Charles Town from Blackbeard’s 
attack. This governor did not forget Blackbeard and other pirates 
threatened his colony. He knew the pirates were not law-abiding citizens. 
When you are law abiding, you follow the rules or laws of a community. 
The pirates scared everyone in Charles Town by stealing goods from 
ships and killing innocent people. Because of this, Governor Johnson 
decided to get rid of the pirates. He had pirate Stede Bonnet captured 
and put to death. Governor Johnson wanted other pirates to know that 
South Carolina did not welcome these pirates to its shores. Without 
Governor Johnson, pirates may have frightened people in Charles Town 
for a long time.



          South Carolina

Here’s an easy question. What kind 
of geography do you think covers the 
Sandhills region? That’s right—sandy 
hills! We usually see sand at the 
beach, so you may wonder why there 

is sand in the middle of the state. 
Actually, a long, long time ago, the 
ocean covered half of South Carolina, 
and the Sandhills were the coastline, 
or beach. Scientists know this 
because many shell and sea animal 
fossils have been found there. If you 
live in the Sandhills, you know the 
ground is white and sandy just like at 
the beach. 

Not many plants like to grow in 
sandy soil, so this region is like a 
desert in some ways. You will mostly 
see grasses growing on the ground 
and maybe even a prickly-pear cactus. 
One special tree that grows well in 
the Sandhills is the longleaf pine 
tree. This tree is tough and strong 
enough to survive in the weak, sandy 
soil. In past years, many longleaf pine 

trees have 
been cut 
down. South 
Carolinians are 
trying to protect 
this tree. If you 
travel to the Carolina 
Sandhills Wildlife Refuge near 
McBee, South Carolina, you will fi nd 
a large forest full of longleaf pines 
that no one is allowed to cut down or 
damage in any way. It is important 
for us to protect these trees because 
they are a habitat for animals such as 
the red cockaded woodpecker. This 
woodpecker is on the endangered 
species list, but you may be lucky 
enough to catch a glimpse of one 
if you visit the Carolina Sandhills 
Wildlife Refuge.

Sandhills Geography

Pirates 
The Real Life of a Pirate

The real life of a pirate may surprise you. Life 
on a pirate ship was often boring. That’s right—
boring! In between the exciting moments, pirates 
spent a lot of time watching and waiting for the 
next ship to attack. The pirates liked to have a 
large crew protecting the booty, so the ships were 
always crowded. The tight space caused sickness 
to spread quickly to others on board. Also, food 

and supplies were often scarce. Pirates were 
always hiding, so they couldn’t risk being caught 
on shore buying food. Meals were mostly hard, 
dry biscuits because they had nothing else on 
board. And forget having fresh water. No one can 
drink salty seawater! Read on to fi nd out about 
the real lives of two pirates who robbed ships off 
the South Carolina coast.

A Surprising Pirate
You’re not going to believe this, but 

here goes: There were women pirates, 
too. It’s true! One of the most famous 
female pirates, Anne Bonny, was from 
Charles Town. She grew up with her 
wealthy father on a big plantation. Anne 
did not like living on the plantation 
because she was too adventurous for 
what she called a boring life. When 
her father wanted her to marry 
someone she did not like, she ran 
away and became a pirate. 
She even decided to 

marry a pirate! 
The only problem was that women were not 

allowed on pirate ships. How do you think she 
solved this problem? She dressed up like a boy, 
and no one knew the difference. After many 
adventures taking ships and stealing their goods, 
she was captured. After a trial, she was sent back 
to live with her father on the plantation. She went 
back to her former life, never to be a pirate again.

Blackbeard: The Pirate 
Most Feared

The most famous pirate of them all was 
Blackbeard. His real name was Edward Teach, 

but he earned the name 
Blackbeard because 

Imagine a pirate standing on the deck of his 
ship as he hears the high-pitched squawk of a 
white and gray bird. Have you seen these birds at 
the beach? These “sea gulls” are really called ring-
billed gulls. Usually, this bird is seen looking for 
food. The ring-billed gull is a carnivore, meaning 
it only eats meat. This bird’s favorite meal is 
fi sh, but it also eats earthworms and insects. If 
you’re at the beach, keep a close watch on your 
picnic lunch. Ring-billed gulls love to eat food left 
behind by humans. In this way, they help to clean 
up the beach. Many times, you will see the ring-
billed gull easily walking on 
wet sand as it looks for 
food. How do they do that 
without sinking in the sand? 
These birds have webbed 
feet, so they 
have no problem 
walking around 
the beach.

Ring-Billed Gull
Law Abiding
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of his long, black beard. To make 
himself look scary, he lit ropes on 
fi re and put them under his hat. From 
the front, it looked as if his entire, 
terrifying head was covered with a 
mysterious smoke. 

In 1718, he put a real scare into the 
folks of Charles Town. He captured 
eight ships in the harbor and kept 
all the people aboard hostage. These 
captured ships blocked any other 
ships from leaving or arriving in 
the Charles Town harbor. So what 
did Blackbeard want? He told the 
offi cials in Charles Town to bring 
him a trunk of medicines or else he 
would kill the hostages and attack the 
city. It is believed that he needed the 
supplies to treat his wounded and sick 
crew. People in Charles Town were 
shocked. They fulfi lled Blackbeard’s 
commands, and the passengers were 
set free. “Blackbeard’s Blockade 
of Charleston” is remembered as 
Blackbeard’s craziest adventure.

The Gentlemen’s 
Pirate

No one ever expected Stede 
Bonnet to become a pirate. Stede 
was a successful sugar plantation 
owner in Barbados. Everyone liked 
him, and he made a lot of money in 
his work. One day, out of nowhere, 
he bought a ship and became a 
pirate. None of his friends could 
believe it. He was not like most 
pirates. He dressed too fancily, and 
he even got seasick on the boat. 

Things became more adventurous 
for Stede after he met and joined 
Blackbeard. Stede was actually on 
Blackbeard’s ship that blocked the 
Charles Town harbor. After that, 
South Carolina’s governor wanted to 
capture him. The governor sent an 
army offi cial to fi nd him. Stede was 
captured and taken to Charles Town. 
He must have been smart because he 

escaped from jail dressed as 
a woman! Eventually, 
he was recaptured 
and killed in Charles 

Town as an example to 
other pirates. It worked. 

After that, 
most pirates 
stayed 
away from 
the South 
Carolina 
coast.
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Not many plants like to grow in sandy soil, 
but the longleaf pine grows well in the 
Sandhillls regions.

Imports
“Look! Up ahead! There’s a ship bringing 

goods to Charles Town. Attack!”
Pirates threatened the ships that brought 

goods to the Charles Town harbor. The ships were 
importing when they brought goods from another 
country. The Carolina colony did not have all the 
supplies they needed, so they had to buy some goods 
from other countries. For example, sugar did not 
grow very well in South Carolina, but it was grown in 
large amounts in Barbados. South Carolina imported 
the sugar they wanted from Barbados. In order to 
build new things in the colony, the colonists also 
imported building supplies from England. 

The Charleston harbor was a major importing 
and exporting port during colonial times, and it still 
is today. Importing and exporting are important 
because no single country grows, makes or 
creates all the goods it needs and wants. 
Goods are shipped all over the world 
every day. 

Imports
“Look! Up ahead! There’s a ship bringing 

goods to Charles Town. Attack!”
Pirates threatened the ships that brought 

goods to the Charles Town harbor. The ships were 
importing when they brought goods from another 
country. The Carolina colony did not have all the 
supplies they needed, so they had to buy some goods 
from other countries. For example, sugar did not 
grow very well in South Carolina, but it was grown in 
large amounts in Barbados. South Carolina imported 
the sugar they wanted from Barbados. In order to 
build new things in the colony, the colonists also 
imported building supplies from England. 

The Charleston harbor was a major importing 
and exporting port during colonial times, and it still 
is today. Importing and exporting are important 
because no single country grows, makes or 
creates all the goods it needs and wants. creates all the goods it needs and wants. 
Goods are shipped all over the world 
every day. 

always crowded. The tight space caused sickness 
to spread quickly to others on board. Also, food 

the South Carolina coast.

A Surprising Pirate
You’re not going to believe this, but 

here goes: There were women pirates, 
too. It’s true! One of the most famous 
female pirates, Anne Bonny, was from 
Charles Town. She grew up with her 
wealthy father on a big plantation. Anne 
did not like living on the plantation 
because she was too adventurous for 
what she called a boring life. When 
her father wanted her to marry 
someone she did not like, she ran 
away and became a pirate. 
She even decided to 

to live with her father on the plantation. She went 
back to her former life, never to be a pirate again.

Blackbeard: The Pirate 
Most Feared

The most famous pirate of them all was 
Blackbeard. His real name was Edward Teach, 

but he earned the name 
Blackbeard because 

would kill the hostages and attack the 
city. It is believed that he needed the 
supplies to treat his wounded and sick 
crew. People in Charles Town were 
shocked. They fulfi lled Blackbeard’s 
commands, and the passengers were 
set free. “Blackbeard’s Blockade 
of Charleston” is remembered as 
Blackbeard’s craziest adventure.

Blackbeard. Stede was actually on 
Blackbeard’s ship that blocked the 
Charles Town harbor. After that, 
South Carolina’s governor wanted to 
capture him. The governor sent an 
army offi cial to fi nd him. Stede was 
captured and taken to Charles Town. 
He must have been smart because he 

escaped from jail dressed as 
a woman! Eventually, 
he was recaptured 
and killed in Charles 

Town as an example to 
other pirates. It worked. 

After that, 
most pirates 
stayed 
away from 
the South 
Carolina 
coast.

“Governor Johnson, Blackbeard wants medical supplies, or else he says 
he’ll attack Charles Town and kill the hostages! What should we do?”

South Carolina Governor Robert Johnson gave Blackbeard the supplies 
in order to free the hostages and save Charles Town from Blackbeard’s 
attack. This governor did not forget Blackbeard and other pirates 
threatened his colony. He knew the pirates were not law-abiding citizens. 
When you are law abiding, you follow the rules or laws of a community. 
The pirates scared everyone in Charles Town by stealing goods from 
ships and killing innocent people. Because of this, Governor Johnson 
decided to get rid of the pirates. He had pirate Stede Bonnet captured 
and put to death. Governor Johnson wanted other pirates to know that 
South Carolina did not welcome these pirates to its shores. Without 
Governor Johnson, pirates may have frightened people in Charles Town 
for a long time.



Aarrrgh! Ahoy, me maties! Set the sails, ready the rigging, 
pull your pistols, man the cannons and seize your sabers 

(swords with curved blades)! Weigh anchor, me cutthroat 
crew, as we take a historic voyage in another edition of South 
Carolina Studies Weekly! 

Welcome aboard our pirate ship! Want to hear about the 
real adventures of a pirate? A pirate’s life is dangerous and 
risky, but it is also fi lled with excitement. We pirates survive 
by stealing cargo, or goods aboard ships, that travel along the 
coast of the Carolinas. To trick other ships into thinking we are 
friendly, we fl y their country’s fl ag. Then they trust 
us to sail close beside them. At the last minute, we 
raise our pirate fl ag and attack their ships. We steal 
all of their cargo and call it our booty. The booty is 
divided between the pirate and the crew. 

So how did we become pirates? Some of us 
started as privateers, or people hired by a country to 
take over enemy ships during war times. When the wars 
were over, we kept stealing from ships although we did 
not have permission from a country. Others of us 
were just bored with our lives at home and decided 
to take to the seas for excitement. Stealing from 
others is wrong, so we pay a big price when we are 
captured. Death is many times the punishment 
for our crimes. As you read about our lives 
in this week’s Studies Weekly, you will 
see that an honest life is always 
better than the life of a pirate. 
Anchors away!

 WEEK 5

A weekly magazine for young students of South Carolina History

Week 5 of 24 • Page 4

Want to see one of the most important 
buildings in the United States? You need to 

visit Charleston’s Old Exchange building. 
This building’s history goes back to the 
time of the pirates. 

The site of the Old Exchange was once 
a jail that held the famous pirate Stede 
Bonnet and his crew. Stede was kept in this 
jail until his death. (Read more about Stede 
in the lesson.) 

After the old jail was torn down, the 
Old Exchange was built. Many famous 
people throughout history visited the Old 
Exchange, including George Washington. In 
addition, many events you will learn about 

in this year’s Studies Weekly happened at 
the Old Exchange. 

The Declaration of Independence was 
read from its balcony. South Carolina 
passed the U.S. Constitution in the 
building’s Great Hall. 

Amazingly, the Old Exchange was 
built in 1771 and is still standing today. If 
you can’t get to Charleston to see the Old 
Exchange in person, you can take a virtual 
tour at www.knowitall.org//sites/letsgo/
lgoe/oe_home.html. You can also learn 
more at www.oldexchange.com. 

The Old Exchange

ACROSS
2. this man surprised everyone when he became a 

pirate
5. following all of the rules or laws of a 

community
6. Life on a pirate ship was often ______.
8. people hired by a country to take over enemy 

ships during war times

DOWN
1. goods aboard a ship
3. Edward Teach’s nickname
4. famous female pirate
7. bringing in goods from another place

If you were to join a pirate, 
would you join Blackbeard, 
Anne Bonny or Stede Bonnet? 
Why? What do you think 

your adventures would be 
like? Make sure you 

include information 
about these pirates 
in your story.

The Old Exchange is one of the most historically 
signifi cant buildings in the country. 
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Pirates Invade!
Pirates

As you read this week’s lesson, circle or highlight all 
proper nouns with any color pen or highlighter. This 
will help you fi nd some of the crossword answers and 
get ready for this week’s test.

A� er you read this week’s lesson, write three questions 
about the article on a piece of paper and trade 
questions with a friend. Circle or highlight the answers 
in the lesson. (CC ELA RI.3.1) 

SMART 
PHONE 
ACCESS

If you’d like to make any editorial comments about our paper, 
please write to us at 

feedback@studiesweekly.com.

Clarity of Expression: 
Henry Hudson 

Henry Hudson was an English sea captain and explorer who 
started off as a failure. He sailed on two voyages for England to find a 
northeast water route to the rich spice trade in Asia. But both times the 
icy northern seas blocked his way. He had to return home defeated. 

Sounds like the end of his career, right? It wasn’t. Hudson next 
convinced the Dutch East India Company to hire him for exactly the 
same expedition. In 1609 Hudson and his crew sailed west across the 
Atlantic. He reached the New World, landing on the island we know 
today as Manhattan. He sailed inland up a wide river and explored the 
surrounding valley.

It wasn’t a passage to Asia. But Hudson’s explorations allowed 
the Dutch to claim the land and build a fur trading post there in 1614, 
before the Pilgrims arrived. A Dutch settlement called New Netherland 
soon followed.

Unfortunately, Hudson’s last voyage ended in mutiny. He refused 
his crew’s demands to return home, so the sailors took over the ship, 
setting Hudson adrift in a small boat. His fate is unknown, but his 

legacy is Hudson Bay, Hudson River, Hudson Valley and the Dutch 
settlement that became New York City.

Henry Hudson must have had excellent clarity of expression. He 
had to be able to explain clearly to the Dutch that his experience and 
determination made him the best man for the job, even though he was 
an Englishman and not a Dutchman. 

Think about a time that you wanted to convince your parents or 
teachers to let you try something new. Did you beg and plead? Or did 
you give them a clear explanation of your reasons? Which way do you 
think works better?

SMARTPHONE 
ACCESS

Henry Hudson and his ship the “Half Moon”
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ACROSS
2. a plant grown and sold to make money
5. a court that travels around to 
different towns
6. “rich,” or having plenty of money
8. Blue dye is made from this plant.

DOWN
1. money made by a business
2. land controlled by another country
3. a person who is owned by another person 

and treated like property
4. staying calm while doing a difficult or 

long task
7. a person who sews clothes

Pretend you lived in America 
before the colonists arrived. 
Your tribe needs meat, and 
they’ve asked you to come 

to the rescue. Write 
a 200-word story 
about your hunting 
adventure. What do 

you bring? Who goes 
with you? What kind of animals do you hunt? 
How do you do it? How many days does it take 
to make the kill? Are you ever in danger?

Want to see how people really lived 
during colonial times? Our state is 
home to a living history museum called 
Historic Brattonsville. 

Long ago, Brattonsville was a real 
plantation with a school, slave cabins, 
fields and a plantation house. Some of 
the buildings from colonial times are still 
standing today for visitors to explore. Other 

buildings, called replicas, are built to look 
exactly as they would have looked long 
ago. For example, the Backwoods cabin 
shows visitors the kind of house early 
settlers would have built from wooden logs. 
There are many interesting things to see 
and do at Brattonsville. 

Ask your teacher about taking a field 
trip there on the annual 3rd Grade Day. 

Or visit Brattonsville with your family. 
Brattonsville also hosts special events 
throughout the year, including a Candlelight 
Christmas Tour and Children’s Day on 
the Farm. 

Don’t think you can make it to 
Brattonsville in person? Check out www.
knowitall.org/letsgo/ to take a virtual tour. 
You’ll feel like you are there!

Colonial South Carolina

Historic Brattonsville

South Carolina is finally settled! Great...but, now what? Well, 
South Carolina did not become a state for many years after it 

was settled. During these years, it was a colony (land controlled 
by another country). South Carolina was an English colony 
because England settled the land. So, what was it like to live 
in the colony? South Carolina was full of many different kinds 
of people. Rich plantation owners lived a fancy life in Charles 
Town while African slaves, living without freedom, worked on 
the plantations. In the Up Country, then called the Backcountry, 
settlers lived simple lives on small farms. American Indians 
living in the Backcountry worried that the settlers might take 
their land, and settlers thought the American Indians might 
attack them. But the American Indians were not the only 

concern in the Backcountry.
In those days, living in the Backcountry could be dangerous. 

The only police officers, courts or jails were far away in Charles 
Town. No one in the Backcountry was punished when he or 
she broke the law. They just got away with it! The Backcountry 
asked for help, but the government in Charles Town ignored 
them for many years. Finally, Charles Town’s government 
decided to create a circuit court, or a court that traveled to 
different towns. The traveling judge and lawyers settled 
problems in the Backcountry to keep order in South Carolina. 
Want to learn more about colonial times in South Carolina? 
Read this week’s Studies Weekly to meet four colonial children. 
They each live very different lives.

Colonial Life in South Carolina
1. Which two groups of people grew the 
same kinds of crops?

_________________________________

_________________________________

2. What types of foods did African slaves 
eat? 

_________________________________

_________________________________

_________________________________

3. What was the difference between the 
education of the African slaves and the Low 
Country wealthy?

_________________________________

_________________________________

_________________________________

_________________________________

_________________________________

_________________________________

People Crops Food Education

Back Country 
Folks

Grew just 
enough food to 

eat

Broccoli, 
cabbage 

and other 
vegetables from 
their gardens; 

hunted for 
meat

No education 
in schools; 

were taught to 
survive in the 
back country

Low Country 
Wealthy

Used cash crops 
to make money

Any type of 
food they 

wanted was 
available in 

Charles Town.

Private schools 
or tutors

South Carolina 
Indians

Grew just 
enough food to 

eat

Corn, squash, 
beans and other 

vegetables 
grown in their 

gardens; hunted 
for meats

Passed down 
stories and 
legends to 

children; did 
not go to a 

school

African 
Slaves

Worked in the 
fi elds to grow 
the cash crops

Okra, peanuts, 
yams and other 
foods brought 
from Africa; 
food given to 
them by slave 

owners

Not allowed to 
go to school; 

parents taught 
children how 

to follow 
directions and 

other skills that 
were needed to 

survive.

Colonial
Life

As you read this week’s lesson, circle or highlight all 
proper nouns with any color pen or highlighter. This 
will help you fi nd some of the crossword answers and 
get ready for this week’s test.

As you read this week’s magazine, circle or highlight � ve words that are new to you. Write 
the words on a piece of paper. Try to � gure out the meaning of the words by reading the 
words and sentences around them. Write what you think the words mean and compare 
your de� nition to a dictionary de� nition. (CC ELA RI.3.4, L.3.4) 

SMART 
PHONE 
ACCESS

If you’d like to make 
any editorial comments 
about our paper, please 

write to us at feedback@
studiesweekly.com.



The Piedmont is a part of the 
Up Country in South Carolina. It is 
located right next to the Blue Ridge 

Mountains. You may be surprised 
to know that the Piedmont has a 
few mountains of its own. In the 
Piedmont, there are a few single 
mountains that stand all alone 
with no other mountains around. 
These special landforms are called 
monadnocks. Monadnocks are found 
only in the Piedmont. So how did 
they get there? Many, many years 
ago, the monadnocks were a part 
of mountain chains. Over time, the 
other mountains have eroded away 
and only these few single mountains 
are left. You can see one for yourself 
by taking a trip to King’s Mountain or 
Table Rock.

Have you ever played outside and 
come home with red clay stains on 
your shoes? If you have, you probably 

live in the 
Piedmont. 
This region 
is covered 
with red clay 
soil. When this 
unique soil is dry, 
it can be very hard. 
When it gets wet, it 
can be very sticky and messy. At one 
time, this clay was covered by rich, 
black soil. But over time, that soil has 
been washed away and only the clay 
remains.

Red clay was useful to the 
American Indians who lived in the 
Piedmont many years ago. They used 
it to make beautiful pottery. The 
Catawba Indians in York County still 
make pottery from red clay today.

Piedmont Geography

The Riches of Charles Town
Good day! Welcome to Charles Town, 

our beautiful city. My name is Elizabeth, 
and my family lives here. My father is 
a wealthy, or rich, plantation owner, so 
we have a house on our plantation and 
another one in the city. In Charles Town, I 
attend a school just for girls. For fun, my 
family goes to the theater, dances and club 
meetings. We also like to go shopping. If 
you have money, Charles Town is a great 
place to shop. You wouldn’t believe the 
number of stores here even though it’s 
only 1750. The candy-and-sweets store 
is my favorite, but my father likes to take 
his violin to the musical instrument repair 
shop. Our tailor, or person who sews 

clothes, makes us beautiful, 
fancy dresses to wear. 

Some of our dresses 

have skirts that are 6 feet wide! Although 
Charles Town is the richest city in all of 
the new colonies, not everyone here lives 
the wealthy life that we do. 

Life as a Slave
My name is Phoebe, and I am an 

African slave on a Low Country rice 
plantation. A slave is a person who is 
owned by another person. My name 
means “Friday,” the day I was born. 
That is all I know about my early years 
because my mother was sold to another 
slave owner down south. Life here is hard, 
as we work six days a week from sunup 
to sundown, without any pay. We hardly 
have enough to eat, and our clothing 
barely covers us. Sometimes, I see the 
plantation owner teaching his children to 
read. It makes me sad because I am not 

allowed to learn how to read and write. 
Often, we slaves sing to express our 
emotions. The plantation owners don’t 
know it, but our songs have messages in 
them. A slow song means we feel sad, 
but an upbeat song means we’re thinking 
about escaping to freedom. I’d do 
anything to be free.

A Backcountry Visit
Howdy, y’all! This is the Backcountry 

of South Carolina. I’m Thomas, and my 
family lives far away from the riches of 
Charles Town. We came to South Carolina 
from the north on the Great Philadelphia 
Wagon Road. My daddy heard we could 
get 50 acres of land for every person in 
our family. Fifty acres for each of my 
eight brothers and sisters is a lot of land. 
My mama says we have a big family 

because we need help to work 
our farm. We spend all day in 
the fi elds growing wheat and 
vegetables. There’s no time 
to go to school. Even if there 
was a school out here, we 
probably could not afford it. 
Most of the time, we barely 
have enough food to eat. Our 
family makes everything we 
need, like furniture, soap and 
candles. It can get lonely out 
here, but at least my family is 
together.

Trouble for the 
Cherokee

Oh-see-YOH. That is how 
we say “hello” in Cherokee. 
Our village is in the South 
Carolina Up Country. Things 
have changed since the settlers 
moved here. My people worry 
that these settlers will try to 
take over our land. Fur traders 

from Charles Town often 
come to our village because 
they want our beaver, deer 
and bear furs. But they do not 
treat us fairly. Sometimes, 
they cheat us by only paying a 
small amount for the furs even 
though they are very valuable. 
Other times, they steal our 
furs and do not give us 
anything in return. My people 
were hurt and angered by this, 
so we fought the settlers in the 
Cherokee War. After that war, 
a border was created around 
our land that the white settlers 
do not cross. In return, we do 
not attack the settlers on the 
other side. For now, there is 
peace, but our people worry 
that someday the settlers will 
take away our land. What will 
we do then?

Colonial Life
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Do you like to 
eat fi sh? If you 
have ever been to 
Charleston, you 
may have eaten 
fresh fi sh from the 
Atlantic Ocean. It may have 
even been a striped bass, the 
South Carolina State Fish. This 
fi sh is very special because it can live in 
salt water and freshwater. That means you 
could catch this fi sh in the ocean or a lake 
away from the coast. The striped bass has 
seven or eight stripes on its sides, making it 
easy to identify. Ocean-living striped bass swim 
up into a river when it is time to lay eggs. The 
eggs fl oat down the river until they hatch. The little fi sh 
then travel back to the ocean. Another interesting fact 
about striped bass is that they like to travel in schools. 
A school of fi sh is a large group swimming together. This 
makes them easy to spot when you go fi shing.

Striped Bass
What do you think you will do at the age 16? By 

that age, Eliza Lucas Pinckney was caring for her 
younger sister and managing her family’s South 
Carolina plantations. She did the majority of the work 
by herself because her mother was too sick, and her 
father worked far away in the army. Eliza took over 
the work at home and did a great job. One of her major 

accomplishments was improving the quality 
of the indigo plant. With the help of 

slaves, the Lucas family developed 
an effective method for making 

the blue dye. That took a lot of 
patience, or staying calm while 
doing a diffi cult or long task. 
Her patience paid off. She 
shared her method with many 

other planters in South Carolina, 
and soon indigo was growing 

everywhere. Eliza was so famous 
that when she died at the age 

of 71, George Washington 
attended her funeral. 

Eliza Lucas 
Pinckney

Red clay is common in the Piedmont region. 
This clay is very hard when it is dry and was 
used by the Catawba to make pottery.

Are you wearing anything blue? In the 1700s, 
blue dye for clothing was made from a plant 
called indigo. The indigo plant was grown all over 
South Carolina and then was exported to England. 
England used the dye in large amounts to make 
soldiers’ uniforms and coats. Indigo became a 
cash crop, or a plant grown and sold to 
make money. 

Another cash crop in South 
Carolina during colonial times was 
rice. The swampy waters of the Low 
Country were a good place to grow 
rice because this plant only grows in 
water. Rice grown in South Carolina 
was sold all over the world. By selling 
these cash crops, planters 
in South Carolina made a 
profi t, or money made 
by a business. 

Rice and indigo 
made South Carolina 
plantation owners 
some of the wealthiest 
in all of the 13 colonies. 
Today, cash crops are still 
important for farmers to 
make profi ts. Tobacco is now 
one of South Carolina’s top 
cash crops.
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Indigo
Are you wearing anything blue? In the 1700s, 

blue dye for clothing was made from a plant 
called indigo. The indigo plant was grown all over 
South Carolina and then was exported to England. 
England used the dye in large amounts to make 
soldiers’ uniforms and coats. Indigo became a 
cash crop, or a plant grown and sold to 
make money. 

Another cash crop in South 
Carolina during colonial times was 
rice. The swampy waters of the Low 
Country were a good place to grow 
rice because this plant only grows in 
water. Rice grown in South Carolina 
was sold all over the world. By selling 
these cash crops, planters 
in South Carolina made a 
profi t, or money made 
by a business. 

Rice and indigo 
made South Carolina 
plantation owners 
some of the wealthiest 
in all of the 13 colonies. 
Today, cash crops are still 
important for farmers to 
make profi ts. Tobacco is now 
one of South Carolina’s top 
cash crops.

Indigo

After the indigo 
plant is processed 
for its dye, it 
becomes a gooey 
paste that will fi ll 
a container with 
blue coloring.

          South Carolina



The Piedmont is a part of the 
Up Country in South Carolina. It is 
located right next to the Blue Ridge 

Mountains. You may be surprised 
to know that the Piedmont has a 
few mountains of its own. In the 
Piedmont, there are a few single 
mountains that stand all alone 
with no other mountains around. 
These special landforms are called 
monadnocks. Monadnocks are found 
only in the Piedmont. So how did 
they get there? Many, many years 
ago, the monadnocks were a part 
of mountain chains. Over time, the 
other mountains have eroded away 
and only these few single mountains 
are left. You can see one for yourself 
by taking a trip to King’s Mountain or 
Table Rock.

Have you ever played outside and 
come home with red clay stains on 
your shoes? If you have, you probably 

live in the 
Piedmont. 
This region 
is covered 
with red clay 
soil. When this 
unique soil is dry, 
it can be very hard. 
When it gets wet, it 
can be very sticky and messy. At one 
time, this clay was covered by rich, 
black soil. But over time, that soil has 
been washed away and only the clay 
remains.

Red clay was useful to the 
American Indians who lived in the 
Piedmont many years ago. They used 
it to make beautiful pottery. The 
Catawba Indians in York County still 
make pottery from red clay today.

Piedmont Geography

The Riches of Charles Town
Good day! Welcome to Charles Town, 

our beautiful city. My name is Elizabeth, 
and my family lives here. My father is 
a wealthy, or rich, plantation owner, so 
we have a house on our plantation and 
another one in the city. In Charles Town, I 
attend a school just for girls. For fun, my 
family goes to the theater, dances and club 
meetings. We also like to go shopping. If 
you have money, Charles Town is a great 
place to shop. You wouldn’t believe the 
number of stores here even though it’s 
only 1750. The candy-and-sweets store 
is my favorite, but my father likes to take 
his violin to the musical instrument repair 
shop. Our tailor, or person who sews 

clothes, makes us beautiful, 
fancy dresses to wear. 

Some of our dresses 

have skirts that are 6 feet wide! Although 
Charles Town is the richest city in all of 
the new colonies, not everyone here lives 
the wealthy life that we do. 

Life as a Slave
My name is Phoebe, and I am an 

African slave on a Low Country rice 
plantation. A slave is a person who is 
owned by another person. My name 
means “Friday,” the day I was born. 
That is all I know about my early years 
because my mother was sold to another 
slave owner down south. Life here is hard, 
as we work six days a week from sunup 
to sundown, without any pay. We hardly 
have enough to eat, and our clothing 
barely covers us. Sometimes, I see the 
plantation owner teaching his children to 
read. It makes me sad because I am not 

allowed to learn how to read and write. 
Often, we slaves sing to express our 
emotions. The plantation owners don’t 
know it, but our songs have messages in 
them. A slow song means we feel sad, 
but an upbeat song means we’re thinking 
about escaping to freedom. I’d do 
anything to be free.

A Backcountry Visit
Howdy, y’all! This is the Backcountry 

of South Carolina. I’m Thomas, and my 
family lives far away from the riches of 
Charles Town. We came to South Carolina 
from the north on the Great Philadelphia 
Wagon Road. My daddy heard we could 
get 50 acres of land for every person in 
our family. Fifty acres for each of my 
eight brothers and sisters is a lot of land. 
My mama says we have a big family 

because we need help to work 
our farm. We spend all day in 
the fi elds growing wheat and 
vegetables. There’s no time 
to go to school. Even if there 
was a school out here, we 
probably could not afford it. 
Most of the time, we barely 
have enough food to eat. Our 
family makes everything we 
need, like furniture, soap and 
candles. It can get lonely out 
here, but at least my family is 
together.

Trouble for the 
Cherokee

Oh-see-YOH. That is how 
we say “hello” in Cherokee. 
Our village is in the South 
Carolina Up Country. Things 
have changed since the settlers 
moved here. My people worry 
that these settlers will try to 
take over our land. Fur traders 

from Charles Town often 
come to our village because 
they want our beaver, deer 
and bear furs. But they do not 
treat us fairly. Sometimes, 
they cheat us by only paying a 
small amount for the furs even 
though they are very valuable. 
Other times, they steal our 
furs and do not give us 
anything in return. My people 
were hurt and angered by this, 
so we fought the settlers in the 
Cherokee War. After that war, 
a border was created around 
our land that the white settlers 
do not cross. In return, we do 
not attack the settlers on the 
other side. For now, there is 
peace, but our people worry 
that someday the settlers will 
take away our land. What will 
we do then?

Colonial Life
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Do you like to 
eat fi sh? If you 
have ever been to 
Charleston, you 
may have eaten 
fresh fi sh from the 
Atlantic Ocean. It may have 
even been a striped bass, the 
South Carolina State Fish. This 
fi sh is very special because it can live in 
salt water and freshwater. That means you 
could catch this fi sh in the ocean or a lake 
away from the coast. The striped bass has 
seven or eight stripes on its sides, making it 
easy to identify. Ocean-living striped bass swim 
up into a river when it is time to lay eggs. The 
eggs fl oat down the river until they hatch. The little fi sh 
then travel back to the ocean. Another interesting fact 
about striped bass is that they like to travel in schools. 
A school of fi sh is a large group swimming together. This 
makes them easy to spot when you go fi shing.

Striped Bass
What do you think you will do at the age 16? By 

that age, Eliza Lucas Pinckney was caring for her 
younger sister and managing her family’s South 
Carolina plantations. She did the majority of the work 
by herself because her mother was too sick, and her 
father worked far away in the army. Eliza took over 
the work at home and did a great job. One of her major 

accomplishments was improving the quality 
of the indigo plant. With the help of 

slaves, the Lucas family developed 
an effective method for making 

the blue dye. That took a lot of 
patience, or staying calm while 
doing a diffi cult or long task. 
Her patience paid off. She 
shared her method with many 

other planters in South Carolina, 
and soon indigo was growing 

everywhere. Eliza was so famous 
that when she died at the age 

of 71, George Washington 
attended her funeral. 

Eliza Lucas 
Pinckney

Red clay is common in the Piedmont region. 
This clay is very hard when it is dry and was 
used by the Catawba to make pottery.

Are you wearing anything blue? In the 1700s, 
blue dye for clothing was made from a plant 
called indigo. The indigo plant was grown all over 
South Carolina and then was exported to England. 
England used the dye in large amounts to make 
soldiers’ uniforms and coats. Indigo became a 
cash crop, or a plant grown and sold to 
make money. 

Another cash crop in South 
Carolina during colonial times was 
rice. The swampy waters of the Low 
Country were a good place to grow 
rice because this plant only grows in 
water. Rice grown in South Carolina 
was sold all over the world. By selling 
these cash crops, planters 
in South Carolina made a 
profi t, or money made 
by a business. 

Rice and indigo 
made South Carolina 
plantation owners 
some of the wealthiest 
in all of the 13 colonies. 
Today, cash crops are still 
important for farmers to 
make profi ts. Tobacco is now 
one of South Carolina’s top 
cash crops.
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Indigo

After the indigo 
plant is processed 
for its dye, it 
becomes a gooey 
paste that will fi ll 
a container with 
blue coloring.

          South Carolina
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ACROSS
2. a plant grown and sold to make money
5. a court that travels around to 
different towns
6. “rich,” or having plenty of money
8. Blue dye is made from this plant.

DOWN
1. money made by a business
2. land controlled by another country
3. a person who is owned by another person 

and treated like property
4. staying calm while doing a difficult or 

long task
7. a person who sews clothes

Pretend you lived in America 
before the colonists arrived. 
Your tribe needs meat, and 
they’ve asked you to come 

to the rescue. Write 
a 200-word story 
about your hunting 
adventure. What do 

you bring? Who goes 
with you? What kind of animals do you hunt? 
How do you do it? How many days does it take 
to make the kill? Are you ever in danger?

Want to see how people really lived 
during colonial times? Our state is 
home to a living history museum called 
Historic Brattonsville. 

Long ago, Brattonsville was a real 
plantation with a school, slave cabins, 
fields and a plantation house. Some of 
the buildings from colonial times are still 
standing today for visitors to explore. Other 

buildings, called replicas, are built to look 
exactly as they would have looked long 
ago. For example, the Backwoods cabin 
shows visitors the kind of house early 
settlers would have built from wooden logs. 
There are many interesting things to see 
and do at Brattonsville. 

Ask your teacher about taking a field 
trip there on the annual 3rd Grade Day. 

Or visit Brattonsville with your family. 
Brattonsville also hosts special events 
throughout the year, including a Candlelight 
Christmas Tour and Children’s Day on 
the Farm. 

Don’t think you can make it to 
Brattonsville in person? Check out www.
knowitall.org/letsgo/ to take a virtual tour. 
You’ll feel like you are there!

Colonial South Carolina

Historic Brattonsville

South Carolina is finally settled! Great...but, now what? Well, 
South Carolina did not become a state for many years after it 

was settled. During these years, it was a colony (land controlled 
by another country). South Carolina was an English colony 
because England settled the land. So, what was it like to live 
in the colony? South Carolina was full of many different kinds 
of people. Rich plantation owners lived a fancy life in Charles 
Town while African slaves, living without freedom, worked on 
the plantations. In the Up Country, then called the Backcountry, 
settlers lived simple lives on small farms. American Indians 
living in the Backcountry worried that the settlers might take 
their land, and settlers thought the American Indians might 
attack them. But the American Indians were not the only 

concern in the Backcountry.
In those days, living in the Backcountry could be dangerous. 

The only police officers, courts or jails were far away in Charles 
Town. No one in the Backcountry was punished when he or 
she broke the law. They just got away with it! The Backcountry 
asked for help, but the government in Charles Town ignored 
them for many years. Finally, Charles Town’s government 
decided to create a circuit court, or a court that traveled to 
different towns. The traveling judge and lawyers settled 
problems in the Backcountry to keep order in South Carolina. 
Want to learn more about colonial times in South Carolina? 
Read this week’s Studies Weekly to meet four colonial children. 
They each live very different lives.

Colonial Life in South Carolina
1. Which two groups of people grew the 
same kinds of crops?

_________________________________

_________________________________

2. What types of foods did African slaves 
eat? 

_________________________________

_________________________________

_________________________________

3. What was the difference between the 
education of the African slaves and the Low 
Country wealthy?

_________________________________

_________________________________

_________________________________

_________________________________

_________________________________

_________________________________

People Crops Food Education

Back Country 
Folks

Grew just 
enough food to 

eat

Broccoli, 
cabbage 

and other 
vegetables from 
their gardens; 

hunted for 
meat

No education 
in schools; 

were taught to 
survive in the 
back country

Low Country 
Wealthy

Used cash crops 
to make money

Any type of 
food they 

wanted was 
available in 

Charles Town.

Private schools 
or tutors

South Carolina 
Indians

Grew just 
enough food to 

eat

Corn, squash, 
beans and other 

vegetables 
grown in their 

gardens; hunted 
for meats

Passed down 
stories and 
legends to 

children; did 
not go to a 

school

African 
Slaves

Worked in the 
fi elds to grow 
the cash crops

Okra, peanuts, 
yams and other 
foods brought 
from Africa; 
food given to 
them by slave 

owners

Not allowed to 
go to school; 

parents taught 
children how 

to follow 
directions and 

other skills that 
were needed to 

survive.

Colonial
Life

As you read this week’s lesson, circle or highlight all 
proper nouns with any color pen or highlighter. This 
will help you fi nd some of the crossword answers and 
get ready for this week’s test.

As you read this week’s magazine, circle or highlight � ve words that are new to you. Write 
the words on a piece of paper. Try to � gure out the meaning of the words by reading the 
words and sentences around them. Write what you think the words mean and compare 
your de� nition to a dictionary de� nition. (CC ELA RI.3.4, L.3.4) 

SMART 
PHONE 
ACCESS

If you’d like to make 
any editorial comments 
about our paper, please 

write to us at feedback@
studiesweekly.com.
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In the 1770s, the colonists had a big problem: England! Ever 
since the English settled South Carolina and the other colonies, 

they belonged to England.  For about 100 years, England made 
rules and laws for the colonies from far across the ocean. Most 
colonists thought the laws were unfair because the colonies were 
not allowed to vote on the laws. Although the colonists agreed that 
England was a problem, they could not agree on how to solve it.

Freedom for All
Some colonists wanted to be free to make 

their own decisions by creating a new 
government separate from England. 
The colonists who believed this 
were called Patriots. They wanted 
their own country instead of 
being under England’s control.

Long Live the 
King

Other colonists 
remained loyal to 
England and thought 
the colonies should 
always be a part of 
England. These colonists 
were called loyalists 
or Tories. Many South 
Carolina loyalists lived 
in the Backcountry. They 
worried that a new South 
Carolina government 
might be worse than 

England’s rule.
In many families in South Carolina, brothers, sisters and parents 

disagreed about what the colonies should do. Which side would 
you take? In this week’s Studies Weekly, you will learn more 
about the problems between England and the colonies.

Some colonists wanted to be free to make 
their own decisions by creating a new 
government separate from England. 
The colonists who believed this 
were called Patriots. They wanted 
their own country instead of 
being under England’s control.

England. These colonists 

in the Backcountry. They 
worried that a new South 
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ACROSS
2. the amount of goods there are 

to sell
5. freedom to make one’s own 

decisions
6. to refuse to buy goods from a 

certain group of people
7. a person loyal to England

DOWN
1. money collected by the 

government to pay for 
services

3. a person who wanted freedom 
from England

4. South Carolina’s official state 
wild game bird

Pretend you lived during 
revolutionary times. Write a letter to 
the local newspaper telling them why 
you are a patriot or a loyalist. Give 

reasons to support your point of 
view. Try to convince readers 

of the newspaper to become 
a patriot or a loyalist just 
like you.

Big Problems in the Colonies

Colonial Life in South Carolina
Using this map of the world, can you answer these three 

questions?

1.  What direction did England’s soldiers travel to 
get to South Carolina?
_________________________________

_______________________________

2.  What ocean did they cross? 
_____________________________

____________________________

3.  What direction is Boston, 
Massachusetts, (site of the Boston Tea 
Party) from South Carolina?   
_____________________________

_______________________________

_________________________________

Although the colonists agreed England was a 
problem, they could not agree on how to solve it.

Would you like to go back in time to 
Revolutionary Days? You can! Just visit 

Middleton Place near Charleston. 
Middleton Place was built in 1741 

by Henry Middleton. Henry was a very 
special South Carolinian. He served 
as president of the First Continental 
Congress. (See the lesson on the next 
page.) Middleton Place was a beautiful 
plantation house with fl owering gardens 
when Henry lived there. Believe it or 
not, part of the original Middleton Place 
is still standing today. It has survived 
earthquakes, hurricanes, the Revolutionary 

War and the Civil War. Henry’s son, 
Arthur, also lived on the plantation. 
Arthur was a famous statesman. He 
signed the Declaration of Independence. 
The plantation would make a fabulous 
fi eld trip for your class. In November, 
Middleton Place hosts Plantation Days. 
Each Saturday during that month there 
are special events and activities. Visit 
Middleton Place and take a walk back in 
time or explore the plantation online at 
www.middletonplace.org.

Middleton Place: A Look at the Past

Problems in
The Colonies

As you read this week’s lesson, circle or highlight all 
proper nouns with any color pen or highlighter. This 
will help you fi nd some of the crossword answers and 
get ready for this week’s test.

SMART 
PHONE 
ACCESS

If you’d like to 
make any editorial 
comments about our 
paper, please write 

to us at 
feedback@

studiesweekly.com.



If you enjoy hiking on mountain 
trails or rafting down rivers, the 
Blue Ridge Region is the place for 
you. The Blue Ridge Region and the 
Piedmont are the Up Country of 
South Carolina. This is the area 

north of the fall line. The Blue 
Ridge Mountains are very, very old 
mountains. In fact, they are the 
oldest mountain chain in America. 
Years of wind, rain and snow have 
rounded their once pointed tops. 

The highest point in South Carolina 
is in the Blue Ridge Mountains. It is 
called Sassafras Mountain, and it is 
a beautiful place to visit. There are 
walking trails and waterfalls to enjoy.

Rivers are an important part 
of the Blue Ridge region. What 
direction do you think rivers fl ow on 
a mountain? They fl ow downward all 
the way to the Atlantic Ocean. The 
river water that starts in the Blue 
Ridge is used by the entire state.  

Another great part of the Blue 
Ridge is the deciduous tree forests. 

(Deciduous 
means the 
trees lose their 
leaves.) In 
the fall, many 
people travel 
to this region 
to see the 
leaves change 
to bright oranges, 
yellows and reds. 
Then the trees lose their leaves 
for winter. 

These mountain forests are also 
home to many different interesting 
plants and animals. You never 
know what you might run into on 
a mountain trail. If you are lucky, 
you might see a deer, raccoon 
or opossum.

The Blue Ridge Region

Imagine you are an indigo planter 
in South Carolina. You just heard 
the colonies are not selling goods to 
England. That includes your indigo, and 
England usually buys tons of it. You 
probably have a lot of indigo ready to 
sell. So now what do you do?

In economics, the amount of a 
product or good that you have to sell 
is called the supply. When a business 
has a large supply, it may lower the 
price of the goods. You have probably 
been to a store and seen signs reading, 
“Half-Price Sale” or “40% Off.” Do you 
think these businesses have too much 
supply or too little supply? Too much! 
Indigo planters in Charles Town and 
other business owners probably had a 
large supply after the colonies decided 
to stop selling goods to England. Just 
as businesses do today, they may have 
lowered their prices for a big sale.
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Problems 
in the Colonies Supply
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What do you think of when you hear the word turkey? Do 
you see a golden turkey on Thanksgiving Day? You may not 
know it, but there are many wild turkeys gobbling around 
South Carolina’s forests. Where do you think the 
patriots got the feathers to tar and feather the 
loyalists? The wild turkey is actually our offi cial 
state wild game bird. At night, wild turkeys like to 
fl y into low branches on trees to rest. Sleeping in 
trees may help turkeys stay away from predators 
such as skunks, bobcats and snakes. Stay 
on the lookout for turkeys in your area 
because they are found in every 
county in South Carolina. But they 
didn’t fl y around the state on 
their own. The South Carolina 
Department of Natural 
Resources captured wild 
turkeys in areas where 
there were too many and 
moved them to other 
parts of the state.

Wild Turkey
Before the Revolutionary War, South Carolina was very 

divided. Some people wanted war, and some did not. Our state 
needed a leader who could work together with both sides, and 
that person was Henry Laurens. Henry had a special ability to 
cooperate with others, or to work together to reach a goal. 
As our state’s vice president (now called lieutenant governor), 
he worked with both loyalists and patriots in South Carolina. 
Next, South Carolina sent him as a representative to the First 
Continental Congress. Later, he became president of the entire 
Continental Congress. You may think Henry wanted war with 
England, but he didn’t. He thought the colonies and England 
could cooperate to fi nd an agreement that would avoid war. 
Unfortunately, the war happened 
anyway. After the war ended, 
Henry was chosen to help 
England and the colonies 
create a peace agreement. 
Are any places in South 
Carolina named after 
Henry Laurens?

Imagine you are an indigo planter 
in South Carolina. You just heard 
the colonies are not selling goods to 
England. That includes your indigo, and 
England usually buys tons of it. You 
probably have a lot of indigo ready to 
sell. So now what do you do?

In economics, the amount of a 
product or good that you have to sell 
is called the supply. When a business 
has a large supply, it may lower the 
price of the goods. You have probably 
been to a store and seen signs reading, 
“Half-Price Sale” or “40% Off.” Do you 
think these businesses have too much 
supply or too little supply? Too much! 
Indigo planters in Charles Town and 
other business owners probably had a 
large supply after the colonies decided 
to stop selling goods to England. Just 
as businesses do today, they may have 
lowered their prices for a big sale.

Supply

Before the war for America’s freedom and independence, many colonists called for a free America. They were called patriots. 
Those who were loyal to the crown of England were called loyalists.

“Freedom from 
the King!”  
“No, Stay Loyal 
to England!” 

A Sticky Torture
What happened when the patriots and 

loyalists did not agree? Sometimes, patriots 
got angry when others did not support them. 
One way that patriots turned people against 
England was to tar and feather loyalists. A 
group of patriots would pour tar, a black, 
sticky liquid, on loyalists and then cover 
them with feathers. What a mess! As time 
went on, more and more people agreed with 
the patriots’ side or kept their loyalist beliefs 
a secret.

No More Unfair Taxes!
What was the colonists’ biggest problem 

with England? Taxes! Taxes are money 
collected by the government to pay for 
services in a community. The colonists 
thought England’s taxes were unfair. Can 
you imagine having to pay for a special 
stamp just to buy books, newspapers or 
playing cards? Under England’s Stamp Act, 
the stamp was an extra tax that colonists 
had to pay on everything made out of paper. 
South Carolinians were angry about this 
tax, so they refused to pay for the stamps. 
Another tax the colonists did not like was 
the Tea Act. Colonists had to pay this extra 
tax on tea. South Carolinians drank a LOT 
of tea, but they decided to stop drinking 
tea to avoid paying the tax. When a large 
shipment of tea arrived from England, it was 
stored in the basement of a Charles Town 
building for eight years, and no one drank 
it. Colonists in Boston, Massachusetts, had 

a creative way of getting rid of their tea. 
Read on!

Party Time!
To protest the Tea Act, colonists in 

Boston dressed up as American Indians and 
dumped shiploads of English tea overboard 
into the Boston Harbor. This event was 
called the Boston Tea Party. England 
became very angry and closed down 
the Boston port. After that, many 
colonists in Boston lost money 
because they could not 
import or export goods. 
England also sent its 
army to take over 
the city of Boston. 
So what does this 
have to do with 
South Carolina? 
Charles Town saw 
this happen to Boston 
and became very 
concerned. If England 
could shut down 
Boston’s port, they 
could probably 
shut down Charles 
Town’s port, too. 
That would be a 
disaster to South 
Carolina because 
Charles Town imported 
and exported many 
goods just as Boston did. 
Because of these worries, 

some South Carolinians were ready to 
act against England. 

Let’s Get Together!
The colonists decided that it 

was time to solve their problems 
with England. The best way 
to solve a problem is to work 

together, so the colonists created a group 
called the First Continental Congress. 
The First Continental Congress had 
representatives from almost all of the 13 
colonies. South Carolina sent fi ve men 
to the congress. So what did they decide 
to do about England? The colonists 
chose to boycott England. This means 
they would not buy or use goods from 
England. Also, the colonies would 

not sell goods to England. South 
Carolina’s representatives worried 

this agreement would put our 
state’s rice plantations out of 

business because England 
bought a LOT of rice 
from South Carolina. The 
congress compromised to 

allow rice to be the only good 
sold to England. This 

saved the 

South Carolina rice plantations.

Independence for All
Do you think the boycott (refusal 

to buy goods from a certain group of 
people) worked? No! After trying the 
boycott and other solutions, the leaders in 
the colonies decided to write a document 
declaring independence, or the freedom 
to make their own decisions. This special 
paper was called the Declaration of 
Independence, and it said people have a 
right to choose their own government. 
When the document arrived in Charles 
Town, there were big celebrations as 
it was read aloud to large groups of 
people. But the colonists knew that, to 
be free, it would take more than a piece 
of paper. They would have to fi ght a 
war against England, later known as the 
Revolutionary War.

          South Carolina
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If you enjoy hiking on mountain 
trails or rafting down rivers, the 
Blue Ridge Region is the place for 
you. The Blue Ridge Region and the 
Piedmont are the Up Country of 
South Carolina. This is the area 

north of the fall line. The Blue 
Ridge Mountains are very, very old 
mountains. In fact, they are the 
oldest mountain chain in America. 
Years of wind, rain and snow have 
rounded their once pointed tops. 

The highest point in South Carolina 
is in the Blue Ridge Mountains. It is 
called Sassafras Mountain, and it is 
a beautiful place to visit. There are 
walking trails and waterfalls to enjoy.

Rivers are an important part 
of the Blue Ridge region. What 
direction do you think rivers fl ow on 
a mountain? They fl ow downward all 
the way to the Atlantic Ocean. The 
river water that starts in the Blue 
Ridge is used by the entire state.  

Another great part of the Blue 
Ridge is the deciduous tree forests. 

(Deciduous 
means the 
trees lose their 
leaves.) In 
the fall, many 
people travel 
to this region 
to see the 
leaves change 
to bright oranges, 
yellows and reds. 
Then the trees lose their leaves 
for winter. 

These mountain forests are also 
home to many different interesting 
plants and animals. You never 
know what you might run into on 
a mountain trail. If you are lucky, 
you might see a deer, raccoon 
or opossum.

The Blue Ridge Region

Imagine you are an indigo planter 
in South Carolina. You just heard 
the colonies are not selling goods to 
England. That includes your indigo, and 
England usually buys tons of it. You 
probably have a lot of indigo ready to 
sell. So now what do you do?

In economics, the amount of a 
product or good that you have to sell 
is called the supply. When a business 
has a large supply, it may lower the 
price of the goods. You have probably 
been to a store and seen signs reading, 
“Half-Price Sale” or “40% Off.” Do you 
think these businesses have too much 
supply or too little supply? Too much! 
Indigo planters in Charles Town and 
other business owners probably had a 
large supply after the colonies decided 
to stop selling goods to England. Just 
as businesses do today, they may have 
lowered their prices for a big sale.
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What do you think of when you hear the word turkey? Do 
you see a golden turkey on Thanksgiving Day? You may not 
know it, but there are many wild turkeys gobbling around 
South Carolina’s forests. Where do you think the 
patriots got the feathers to tar and feather the 
loyalists? The wild turkey is actually our offi cial 
state wild game bird. At night, wild turkeys like to 
fl y into low branches on trees to rest. Sleeping in 
trees may help turkeys stay away from predators 
such as skunks, bobcats and snakes. Stay 
on the lookout for turkeys in your area 
because they are found in every 
county in South Carolina. But they 
didn’t fl y around the state on 
their own. The South Carolina 
Department of Natural 
Resources captured wild 
turkeys in areas where 
there were too many and 
moved them to other 
parts of the state.

Wild Turkey
Before the Revolutionary War, South Carolina was very 

divided. Some people wanted war, and some did not. Our state 
needed a leader who could work together with both sides, and 
that person was Henry Laurens. Henry had a special ability to 
cooperate with others, or to work together to reach a goal. 
As our state’s vice president (now called lieutenant governor), 
he worked with both loyalists and patriots in South Carolina. 
Next, South Carolina sent him as a representative to the First 
Continental Congress. Later, he became president of the entire 
Continental Congress. You may think Henry wanted war with 
England, but he didn’t. He thought the colonies and England 
could cooperate to fi nd an agreement that would avoid war. 
Unfortunately, the war happened 
anyway. After the war ended, 
Henry was chosen to help 
England and the colonies 
create a peace agreement. 
Are any places in South 
Carolina named after 
Henry Laurens?

Imagine you are an indigo planter 
in South Carolina. You just heard 
the colonies are not selling goods to 
England. That includes your indigo, and 
England usually buys tons of it. You 
probably have a lot of indigo ready to 
sell. So now what do you do?

In economics, the amount of a 
product or good that you have to sell 
is called the supply. When a business 
has a large supply, it may lower the 
price of the goods. You have probably 
been to a store and seen signs reading, 
“Half-Price Sale” or “40% Off.” Do you 
think these businesses have too much 
supply or too little supply? Too much! 
Indigo planters in Charles Town and 
other business owners probably had a 
large supply after the colonies decided 
to stop selling goods to England. Just 
as businesses do today, they may have 
lowered their prices for a big sale.

Supply

Before the war for America’s freedom and independence, many colonists called for a free America. They were called patriots. 
Those who were loyal to the crown of England were called loyalists.

“Freedom from 
the King!”  
“No, Stay Loyal 
to England!” 

A Sticky Torture
What happened when the patriots and 

loyalists did not agree? Sometimes, patriots 
got angry when others did not support them. 
One way that patriots turned people against 
England was to tar and feather loyalists. A 
group of patriots would pour tar, a black, 
sticky liquid, on loyalists and then cover 
them with feathers. What a mess! As time 
went on, more and more people agreed with 
the patriots’ side or kept their loyalist beliefs 
a secret.

No More Unfair Taxes!
What was the colonists’ biggest problem 

with England? Taxes! Taxes are money 
collected by the government to pay for 
services in a community. The colonists 
thought England’s taxes were unfair. Can 
you imagine having to pay for a special 
stamp just to buy books, newspapers or 
playing cards? Under England’s Stamp Act, 
the stamp was an extra tax that colonists 
had to pay on everything made out of paper. 
South Carolinians were angry about this 
tax, so they refused to pay for the stamps. 
Another tax the colonists did not like was 
the Tea Act. Colonists had to pay this extra 
tax on tea. South Carolinians drank a LOT 
of tea, but they decided to stop drinking 
tea to avoid paying the tax. When a large 
shipment of tea arrived from England, it was 
stored in the basement of a Charles Town 
building for eight years, and no one drank 
it. Colonists in Boston, Massachusetts, had 

a creative way of getting rid of their tea. 
Read on!

Party Time!
To protest the Tea Act, colonists in 

Boston dressed up as American Indians and 
dumped shiploads of English tea overboard 
into the Boston Harbor. This event was 
called the Boston Tea Party. England 
became very angry and closed down 
the Boston port. After that, many 
colonists in Boston lost money 
because they could not 
import or export goods. 
England also sent its 
army to take over 
the city of Boston. 
So what does this 
have to do with 
South Carolina? 
Charles Town saw 
this happen to Boston 
and became very 
concerned. If England 
could shut down 
Boston’s port, they 
could probably 
shut down Charles 
Town’s port, too. 
That would be a 
disaster to South 
Carolina because 
Charles Town imported 
and exported many 
goods just as Boston did. 
Because of these worries, 

some South Carolinians were ready to 
act against England. 

Let’s Get Together!
The colonists decided that it 

was time to solve their problems 
with England. The best way 
to solve a problem is to work 

together, so the colonists created a group 
called the First Continental Congress. 
The First Continental Congress had 
representatives from almost all of the 13 
colonies. South Carolina sent fi ve men 
to the congress. So what did they decide 
to do about England? The colonists 
chose to boycott England. This means 
they would not buy or use goods from 
England. Also, the colonies would 

not sell goods to England. South 
Carolina’s representatives worried 

this agreement would put our 
state’s rice plantations out of 

business because England 
bought a LOT of rice 
from South Carolina. The 
congress compromised to 

allow rice to be the only good 
sold to England. This 

saved the 

South Carolina rice plantations.

Independence for All
Do you think the boycott (refusal 

to buy goods from a certain group of 
people) worked? No! After trying the 
boycott and other solutions, the leaders in 
the colonies decided to write a document 
declaring independence, or the freedom 
to make their own decisions. This special 
paper was called the Declaration of 
Independence, and it said people have a 
right to choose their own government. 
When the document arrived in Charles 
Town, there were big celebrations as 
it was read aloud to large groups of 
people. But the colonists knew that, to 
be free, it would take more than a piece 
of paper. They would have to fi ght a 
war against England, later known as the 
Revolutionary War.

          South Carolina
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In the 1770s, the colonists had a big problem: England! Ever 
since the English settled South Carolina and the other colonies, 

they belonged to England.  For about 100 years, England made 
rules and laws for the colonies from far across the ocean. Most 
colonists thought the laws were unfair because the colonies were 
not allowed to vote on the laws. Although the colonists agreed that 
England was a problem, they could not agree on how to solve it.

Freedom for All
Some colonists wanted to be free to make 

their own decisions by creating a new 
government separate from England. 
The colonists who believed this 
were called Patriots. They wanted 
their own country instead of 
being under England’s control.

Long Live the 
King

Other colonists 
remained loyal to 
England and thought 
the colonies should 
always be a part of 
England. These colonists 
were called loyalists 
or Tories. Many South 
Carolina loyalists lived 
in the Backcountry. They 
worried that a new South 
Carolina government 
might be worse than 

England’s rule.
In many families in South Carolina, brothers, sisters and parents 

disagreed about what the colonies should do. Which side would 
you take? In this week’s Studies Weekly, you will learn more 
about the problems between England and the colonies.

Some colonists wanted to be free to make 
their own decisions by creating a new 
government separate from England. 
The colonists who believed this 
were called Patriots. They wanted 
their own country instead of 
being under England’s control.

England. These colonists 

in the Backcountry. They 
worried that a new South 
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ACROSS
2. the amount of goods there are 

to sell
5. freedom to make one’s own 

decisions
6. to refuse to buy goods from a 

certain group of people
7. a person loyal to England

DOWN
1. money collected by the 

government to pay for 
services

3. a person who wanted freedom 
from England

4. South Carolina’s official state 
wild game bird

Pretend you lived during 
revolutionary times. Write a letter to 
the local newspaper telling them why 
you are a patriot or a loyalist. Give 

reasons to support your point of 
view. Try to convince readers 

of the newspaper to become 
a patriot or a loyalist just 
like you.

Big Problems in the Colonies

Colonial Life in South Carolina
Using this map of the world, can you answer these three 

questions?

1.  What direction did England’s soldiers travel to 
get to South Carolina?
_________________________________

_______________________________

2.  What ocean did they cross? 
_____________________________

____________________________

3.  What direction is Boston, 
Massachusetts, (site of the Boston Tea 
Party) from South Carolina?   
_____________________________

_______________________________

_________________________________

Although the colonists agreed England was a 
problem, they could not agree on how to solve it.

Would you like to go back in time to 
Revolutionary Days? You can! Just visit 

Middleton Place near Charleston. 
Middleton Place was built in 1741 

by Henry Middleton. Henry was a very 
special South Carolinian. He served 
as president of the First Continental 
Congress. (See the lesson on the next 
page.) Middleton Place was a beautiful 
plantation house with fl owering gardens 
when Henry lived there. Believe it or 
not, part of the original Middleton Place 
is still standing today. It has survived 
earthquakes, hurricanes, the Revolutionary 

War and the Civil War. Henry’s son, 
Arthur, also lived on the plantation. 
Arthur was a famous statesman. He 
signed the Declaration of Independence. 
The plantation would make a fabulous 
fi eld trip for your class. In November, 
Middleton Place hosts Plantation Days. 
Each Saturday during that month there 
are special events and activities. Visit 
Middleton Place and take a walk back in 
time or explore the plantation online at 
www.middletonplace.org.

Middleton Place: A Look at the Past

Problems in
The Colonies

As you read this week’s lesson, circle or highlight all 
proper nouns with any color pen or highlighter. This 
will help you fi nd some of the crossword answers and 
get ready for this week’s test.
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If you’d like to 
make any editorial 
comments about our 
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to us at 
feedback@

studiesweekly.com.




